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horrid principles and practices of the 
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againſt Popery, compiled and 
publiſhed ſolely with a viex 
to excite a more general and nl 
rational abhorrence of the abſum doc- + : 
trines and horrid practices of the Church 
of Rome; and, in conſequence, to cre- 
ate a more zealous and conſcientious 
attachment to the Proteſtant Religion 
are, | 


with great reſpect and gratitude, 


* 


alfectionately dedicated. 
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HE Name of T1LLOTSON vill ever 
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5 
* . 
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= any of his Sentiments, but eſpecially of 
thoſe againſt PoptRy. 

It is almoſt needleſs to ſay, that he was the 
moſt ſtrenuous Defender of the Proteſtant Reli- 
gion; that his Piety led him to a moſt impartial 
examination of it; and that thence aroſe that 
Zeal for it, a Zeal founded upon Knowledge, 
which gave him the Courage of a primitive 
Chriſtian to dare to defend it, and even to ſeek 
occaſions of defending it, in the moſt dangerous 

FIOes. 7 | 

And it is almoſt as needleſs to ſay to the many 

Readers and well-judging Admirers of bim, 


that, as in bis Diſcourſes in general, ſo parti- 


cularly in managing Controverſies with the 
Church of Ro ME, there is ſomething fa agree- 
ably and convincingly peculiar to TILLOTS ON, 
as can hardly be met with but in T1LLOTSON. 

Two Cauſes of this certainly were his great 
Piety, and (the Effect of that) his great Cha- 
rity. Hence, in avoiding Controverſy as much 
as poſſible, we behold the true Chriſtian; and in 


his humane management of it, «when Neceſſity 
1 cbblig d 
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excuſe an Apology for the Publication of 
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oblig'd him to engage in it, we diſcover the 


well-bred Gentleman. As a Preacher, no one 
was of more ſervice to the Proteſtant Cauſe in 
its laſt diſtreſs; and no Writer, I do verily be- 
lieve, can ſerve it more in its preſent danger. 
We muſt not complain that his Works are too 
voluminous to become the Purchaſe of the many. 
who moſt want them, ſuch a Complaint implying 
a wiſh of infinite Loſs to the rich and learned 
World: Beſides, that this neceſſary Inconve- 
nience may be ſomewhat remedied by communi- 
cating proper Portions of them. to the many 45 
their wants demand them. 


This is the Deſign of this Collection of his 


ſcatter d Reaſonings againſt PoPERY, under 


the Title of his ORATIONS. In which care 
has been taken to render them as popular and 
extenſively uſeful as poſſible. And I cannot but 
think I may venture to recommend them as the 
moſt uſeful Preſents which can, at this time, be 
aifiributed by good Chriſtians and zealous Pro- 
teftants among the ignorant and the poor, who 
are known to, or any way depend upon them, 


O R A- 
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I 1 hath often been a great comfort 

and confirmation to me, to ſee the 

bi So 0 Humanity of the Proteſtant Reli- 
Lion, fo plainly diſcovering itſelf, 
upon ſo many occaſions, in the 
Practice of the Profeſſors of it. And ſetting 
aſide all other Advantages which our Religion 
hath been evidently ſhewn to have above Popery 
in point of Reaſon and Argument, I cannot 
for my Life but think that to be the beſt Re- 
ligion which makes the beſt Men, and from 
the nature of its Principles is apt to make them 
ſo; moſt kind, and merciful, and charitable ; 
and moſt free from Malice, and Revenge, and 
Cruelty. 

For it is very reaſonable that Churches as 
well as particular Chriſtians ſhould be judged 
by their Charity. The Church of Rome would 
engroſs all Faith to herſelf : Faith in its utmoſt 
perfection, to the degree and pitch of Infalli- 
| bility: And they allow no Body in the World, 
beſides themſelves, no though they believe all 
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the Articles of the Apoſtles Creed, to es: one 0 


grain of true Faith; becauſe they do not be- 


lieve upon the Authority of their Church, which 


they pretend to be the only foundation of true 
Faith. This is a moſt arrogant and vain Pre- 
tence; but admit it were true, yet in the judg- 


ment of St. Paul, though they had all Faith, if 


they have not Charity, they are nothing, 
The greateſt Wonder of all is this, that they 


who hate and perſecute Chriſtians moſt, do all 


this while, the moſt confidently of all others, pre- 
tend to be the Diſciples of Chriſt, and will al- 
low none td be ſo but themſelves. That Church 
which excommunicates all other Chriſtian 
Churches in the world, and if ſhe could, would 
extirpate them out of the world, will yet needs 
aſſume to herſelf to be the only Chriſtian 
Church: As if our Saviour had ſaid, Hereby 
ſhall all Men know that ye are my Diſciples, 
if ve hate, and excommunicate, and kill one 
another. What ſhall be done unto thee, thou 
falſe tongue? thou empty and impudent Pre- 
tence of Chriſtianity ? 

The Son of Man (as himſelf declares) came 
not to deſtroy mens lives, but to ſave them. He 
came not to kill and deſtroy, but for the Heal- 
ing of the Nations; for the Salvation and Re- 
demption of Mankind, not only from the wrath 


to come, but from a great part of the evils and 


miſeries of this Life? He came to diſcounte- 
nance all fierceneſs and rage, and cruelty. in 


Men, one towards another; to reſtrain and 


ſubdue. 
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ORAT TON the Fir. 
ſubdue that furious and unpeaceable Spirit, which 
is ſo troubleſom to the world, and the Cauſe 


of ſo many Miſchiefs and Diſorders in it: and 


to introduce a Religion which conſults not onl 
the eternal Salvation of Mens Souls, but their 
temporal peace and ſecurity, their comfort and 
happineſs in this world. | 

A revengeful, and cruel, and deſtructive 
Spirit is therefore directly contrary to the de- 
ſign and temper of the Goſpel, and not to be 
excuſed upon any pretence of zeal for God and 
Religion. 

It is directly oppoſite to the main and funda- 
mental Precepts of the Goſpel ; which com- 


mand us fo love one another, and to love all Men, 


even our very Enemies; and are ſo far from 


permitting us to perſecute thoſe who hate us, 


that they forbid us to hate thoſe who perſecute 
us. They require us to be kind and tender- 
hearted, forbearing one another, and forgiving 
one another; to follow peace with all men, and 
to he all meekneſs to all men: And particularly 
the Paſtors and Governors of the Church are 
eſpecially charged to be of this temper, the 
Servant of the Lord muſt not ſtrive, but be 
gentle unto all men; apt to teach, in meekneſs 
inſtructing thoſe that oppoſe themſelves, if per- 
adventure God will give them repentance to the 


acknowledgment of the Truth, To all which. 


Precepts, and many more that I might lay be- 
fore you, nothing can be more plainly oppo- 


ite than inhuman Cruelties and Perſecutions, 


treacherous 
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| himſelf in his own Perſon; the Honour of 


furious zeal, here was a Caſe that ſeem'd to 


Oven P in ß. 


treacherous Conſpiracies and bloody Maſſacreg 
a barbarous Inquiſition, and a holy League to 
extirpate all that differ from us. And inſtead 
of inſtructing in meekneſs thoſe that oppoſe them. 
ſelves, to convert Men with Fire and Faggot, 
and to teach them as Gideon did. the men of 
Succoth with briers and thorns ; and inſtead of 
waiting for their Repentance and endeavouring 
to recover them out of the Snare of the Devil, Mom 
to put them quick into his hands, and to diſ- A 
patch them to Hell as faſt as is poſſible. If Wo p 
the Precepts of Chriſtianity can be contradicted, f 


furely it cannot be done more groſly and palpa- nuc 
bly than by ſuch inhuman practices. heir 


Nor can this cruel and deſtructive Spirit be Who 


excuſed upon any pretence of zeal for God and Nutic 


Religion, No Caſe can be put with Circum- Pam 


ſtances of greater advantage, and more likely Nut c 


to juſtify this Spirit and Temper, than the Caſe If G 
of the Diſciples who would have called for fire Why 


from Heaven to conſume the Samaritans. For Wie I 


they were Hereticks and Schiſmatieks from the 
true Church ; they had affronted our Saviour 


God, and of that Religion which he had ſet 
up in the world, and of Jeruſalem which he 
had appointed for the place of his worſhip, 
were all concerned in this Caſe ; ſo that if ever 
it were warrantable to put on this fierce and 


require it: But even in theſe Circumſtances our 
Saviour thinks fit to rebuke and diſcountenance 


this 


en * 4 — 0 * 
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acres, Inis Spirit, Te know not (ſays he) what manner 
ue to / Sp:r1t ye are of : And gives ſuch a reaſon as 
iſtead ſhught in all Differences of Religion, how wide 


ever they be, to deter Men from this Tem- 
xr, for the Son of Man is not come to deftroy 
ens lives but to ſave them; that is, this Spirit 


hriſtian Religion, and the End of our Saviour's 
oming into the world, 

And now, what hath the Church of Rome 
o plead for her Cruelty to Men for the cauſe 


icted, If Religion, which the Diſciples might not 
alpa- Much better have pleaded for themſelves in 


v0 are the Objects of her Cruelty and Perſe- 
ation, which would not have held againſt the 
damaritans? Does ſhe practiſe theſe Severities 
ut of a Zeal for Truth, and for the Honour 
f God, and Chriſt, and the true Religion? 
Vhy, upon theſe very Accounts it was, that 
he Diſciples would have called for fire from 
caven to have deftroyed the Samaritans. Is 
he Church of Rome perſuaded that thoſe whom 
ic perſecutes are Hereticks and Schiſmaticks, 
nd that no puniſhment can be too great for 
uch Offenders? So the Diſciples were per- 
uaded of the Samaritans: and upon much 
etter grounds: Only the Diſciples had ſome 
xcuſe in their Cafe, which the Church of 


Ke hath not; and that was Ignorance: and 


s our N Apology our Saviour makes for them, ye 
nance Fnow not what manner of Spirit ye are of : 
this | They 


utterly inconſiſtent with the great deſign of 


heir Caſe ? What hath ſhe to fay againſt thoſe 
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them, by ſending down fire from Heaven tt 
have e ee, 1 ; 
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They had been bred up in the Jeuiſb Religion bri, 


Nat! 
hic 


which gave ſome indulgence to this kind gf 
temper, and they were able to cite a great Ex 
ample, in Elias, for themſelves : beſides, they wen lots 
then but Learners and not throughly inſtructe Rebe 
in the Chriſtian Doctrine. But in the Church 
of Rome, whatever the Caſe of particular Per 
ſons may be, as to the whole Church and th 
Governing part of it, this Ignorance 1s wilk 
and affected, and therefore inexcuſable. Fo 
the Chriſtian Religion, which they profeſs tt 
embrace, does as plainly teach the contrary 
it does any other matter whatſoever: And it i 
not more evident in the New Teſtament tha 
Chriſt died for Sinners, than that Chriſtian 
ſhould not kill one another for the misbelief d 
any Article of Revealed Religion: much le 
for the disbelief of ſuch Articles as are 27ventel 
by men, and impoſed as the Doctrines d 
Chriſt. 

The Spirit which our Saviour reproved ii 
his Diſciples, was a furious and deſtruQive 
Spirit, contrary to Chriſtian Charity and Good 
nels. But yet this may be ſaid in mitigation q 
their Fault, that they 7hem/elves offer'd no vid 
lence to their Enemies; they left it to Goal orr 
and no doubt would have been very glad tha 
he would have manifeſted his Severity upo 


But there is a much worſe Spirit than thi 
in the w orld, which is not only contrary i 


Gi bin 
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ligion Lbriſtianity, but to the common principles of 
ind Natural Religion, and even to Humanity itſelf; 
it ExMbich by falſhood and perfidiouſneſs, by ſecret 
y wen lots and Conſpiracies, or by open Sedition and 
rudte(Mcbellion, by an Inquiſition or Maſlacre, by 
-hurchM<poſing or killing Kings, by Fire and Sword, 
r Peſþy the Ruin of their Country, and betraying 
nd theft into the hands of foreigners; and in a word, 


willy diffolving all the Bonds of human Society, 
Fond ſubverting the Peace and Order of the 


fels HMNvorld, that is, by all the wicked ways imagina- 
rary Ale, doth incite men both to promote and to 
d it i drance their Religion. As if all the World 


it thaliucre made for them, and there were not only 
riſtian ho other Chriſtians, but no other Men beſides 


lief d 
:h lei 
wventel 
nes 0! 


hemſclves ; as Babylon of old proudly vaunted, 
am, and there is none beſides me: and as if 
he God whom the Chriſtians worſhip, were 
ot the God of Order but of Confuſion ; as if he 
rhom we call the Father of Mercies, were 
ielighted with Cruelty, and could not have a 
nore pleaſing Sacrifice offer'd to him than a 
ſaſſacre, nor put a greater Honour upon his 
tion Mrieſts than to make them Judges of an Inqui- 
0 vio n, that is, the Inventors and Decreers of 
God orments for Men more righteous and inno- 


ved J | 
ructiv 


Good 


d thaßent than themſelves. Alas ! thus to miſrepre- 
| uponſſſÞent God and Religion, is to diveſt them of 
ven ul their Majeſty and Glory. For if that of 


deneca be true, that without Goodneſs there can 


an the no ſuch thing as Majeſty, then to ſeparate 
ary tf-19dneſs and Mercy from God, Compaſſion and 


ranit) 


Charity 
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to ſupplant moral Righteouſneſs, and to tead 


for the Truth, and to kill men for God's ſake 
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Charity from Religion, is to make the r hel 
things in the world, God and Religion, g00 
for nothing. | 

How much righter Apprehenfions had th 
Heathens of the Divine Nature, which the 
look'd upon as ſo benign and beneficial to Ma 
kind, that (as Ty admirably ſays) the natun 
of the immortal Gods may almoſt ſeem to be 
attly framed for the benefit and advantage 
Men. And as for Religion, they always ſpall 
of it as of the great band of human Society, an 
the foundation of truth and fidelity, and juftiq 
among Men. But when Religion once comd 


men the abſurdeſt things in the world, 70 


when it ſerves to no other purpoſe, but to be 
Bond of Conſpiracy, to inflame the tempers Mnes 
Men to a greater fierceneſs, and to ſet a keent 
Edge upon their Spirits, and to make them # 
times more the children of wrath and cruel 
than they were by nature, then ſurely it lol 
its nature, and ceaſes to be Religion: for Id 
any Man ſay worſe of Atheiſm and Infidelity, | 
he can. And, for God's fake, what is Religia 
good for, but to reform the manners and di 
poſitions of Men, to reſtrain human Natur 
from Violence and Cruelty, from Falſhood an 
Treachery, from Sedition and Rebellion? Bet 
ter it were there were no Revealed Rehgian 
and that human Nature were left to the Con 
duct of its own Principles and Inclinations 


Which 
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hich are much more mild and merciful, 


uch more for the Peace and Happineſs of 
uman Society; than to be actuated by a Re- 


00 bel 
„ 8⁰ 0 
had th 


ch tha 
to Man 


ary, and prompts them to commit ſuch Out- 
iges; and is continually ſupplanting Govern- 
ent, and undermining the welfare of Man- 


" Naun:d; in ſhort, ſuch a Religion as teaches Men 
0 be e propagate and advance itſelf by means ſo 
nage idently contrary to the very nature and end of 
7s ſpakl Religion. 5 | 
cty, au And this, if it be well conſider'd, will ap- 
1 juſtiqear to be a very convincing way of reaſoning, 
- ſhewing the leaſt reſult and conſequence of 
Cl 


ch Principles, and of ſuch a Train of Pro- 


, to Moftions, to be a moſt groſs and palpable Ab- 
's ſake rdity. For Example, let us at preſent admit 


to be 
2 0 
1 Keen 


1em f. 


ery to be the true Religion, and their Doc- 
ines of extirpating Hereticks, of the Law- 
Ineſs of depofing Kings, and ſubverting Go- 
ernment by all the cruel and wicked ways 


cruelſſhat can be thought of, to be, as in truth 
1 loſe ey are, the Doctrines of this Religion: In 
| for l is Caſe, I would not trouble myſelf to de- 
zelity, Nite Particulars : But if in the groſs, and upon 
Relig. whole matter it be evident, that fuch a Re- 
and di gion as this is as. bad or worſe than Infidelity 
Natu:d no Religion, this is Conviction enough to 
oo wiſe man, and as good as a Demonſtration, 
n! 


= Pat this is not the true Religion, and that it 
Wy mnot be from God. „ 
e Con | „ i 
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gion Which inſpires Men with ſo wild a 
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- countenanceth this unchri/tian Spirit ſo ſeyere- 


OrarTion the Fir}. 
How much better Teachers of Religiaj 
were the old Heathen Philoſophers? In: 
whoſe Books and Writings there is not om 
Principle to be found of Treachery or Rebel 
lian; nothing that gives the leaſt countenang 
to an Aſſaſſination or a Maſſacre; to the be 
traying of one's Country, or the cutting of; 
Neighbour's Throat for difference in Opinion 
I ſpeak it with Grief and Shame, becauſe the 
Credit of our common Chriſtianity is ſome: 
what concern'd in it, that Panætius and An: 
tipater and Diogenes the Stock, Tully an 
Plutarch and Seneca were much honeſter an 
more Chriſtian Caſuifts, than the Feſurrs, art 
or the generality of the Coſur/ts of any othe 
Order, that I know of, in the Church © 


Rome. 
Let us beware then of that Church which 


ly condemn'd by our Saviour; and which 
teaches us ſuch Do&r:ines, and warrants ſuch 
Practices as are conſonant thereto. I nee 
not ſay I mean the Church of Rome; in 
which are taught ſuch Doctrines as. theſe 


that Hereticks, that is, all who differ Gro 


them in matters of Faith, are to be extir- 
pated by Fire and Sword, which was decreed 
in the third and fourth Lateran Council, 


where all Chriſtians are ſtrictly charged to en- 
deavour this to the uttermoſt of their Power, 


gs they defire to be eſteemed and accounted Chri- 
flians, Next, their Dottrines of depoſing Kings, 
an 
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ORA ON the Firſt. 


and of abſokving their Subjects from Obedience 
to them; which are not only univerſally be- 
practiſed by the Popes and Roman 
Church for ſeveral Ages. Indeed this Doctrine 
hath not been at all times alike frankly and 
openly avow'd, but it is undoubtedly theirs ; 
and hath frequently been put in execution, 
though they have not thought it ſo convenient 
at all turns to make profeſſion of it. It is a 
certain kind of Engine, which is to be ſcrew'd 
up or let down as occaſion ſerves ; and is com- 
monly kept like Goliab's Sword in the Sanctuary 
behind the Epbod, but yet ſo that the High- 
Prieſt can lend it out upon an extraordinary 


occaſion. 
Good God! that any thing that is call'd 
Religion, ſhould fo perfectly ſtrip them of all 


humanity, and transform the mild and gentle 
Race of Mankind into ſuch Wolves and Ti- 
gers: That ever a pretended Zeal for Thy 
Glory ſhould inſtigate men to diſhonour Thee 


at ſuch a rate ! 


It is believed by many, and not with- 
out cauſe, that the Pope and his Faction are 
the Antichriſt. I will fay no more than I 
know in this matter; I am not fo ſure that it 
is He that is particularly deſigned in Scripture 
by that Name, as I am of the main Articles of 


the Chriſtian Faith: But however that be, I | 


challenge Antichriſt himſelf, whoever he be, 
and whenever he comes, to do worſe and 


wickeder things than theſe, 
OR 3 
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O RATIO N the Fir. 

But I muſt remember, and take heed of imi- 
tating that Spirit I have ſhewn condemn'd, 
whilſt I am inveighing againſt it. And in truth 
it almoſt looks uncharitably to ſpeak the Truth 


in theſe matters, and barely to relate what theſe 
Men have not bluſh'd to do. I need not, nay 


J cannot, aggravate theſe things; they are too 


horrible in themſelves, even when they are ex- 
preſs'd in the ſofteſt and gentleſt Words. 

I would not be underſtood to charge every 
particular Perſon who is, or hath been in the 
Roman Communion, with the guilt of theſe or 
the like Practices: but I muft charge their 
Doctrines and Principles with them: I muſt 
charge the Heads of their Church, and the 
prevalent reaching and governing part of it, 
who are uſually the Contrivers and Abettors, 
the Executioners and Applauders of theſe curſed 
Deſigns. 1 - 

1 do willingly acknowledge the great Piety 
and Charity of ſeveral Perſons who have lived 
and died in that Communion, as Eraſmus, Fa- 
ther Paul, Thuanus, and many others; who 
had in truth more Goodneſs than the Principles 
of that Religion do either incline Men to, or 


allow of. And yet he that conſiders how uni- 


verſally almoſt the Papiſts in Ireland were en- 
gaged in that Maſſacre, which is fill freſh in 
our Memories, will find it very hard to deter- 
mine how many degrees of Innocency and 
Good-nature, or of Coldneſs and Indifferency 
in Religion, are neceſſary to over-balance the 
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ORATTON he 

Fury of a blind Zeal and a miſguided Con- 
ſcience. | 

doubt not but Papiſts are made like other 
Men. Nature hath not generally given them 
ſuch favage and cruel kifolitions, but their 
Religion hath made them ſo, Whereas true 
Chriſtianity is not only the beſt, but the beſt- 
natur'd Inſtitution in the world; and ſo far 
as any Church is departed from Good-nature, 
and become cruel and barbarous, ſo far is it 
degenerated from Chriſtianity, I am loth to 
ſay it, and yet I am confident it is very true, 
that many Papiſts would have been excellent 
Perſons, and very good Men, if their Religion 
had not hinder'd them; if the Doctrines and 
Principles of their Church had not perverted 
and ſpoiled their natural Diſpofitions. And I 
would to God they would but ſeriouſly conſider 
this one difference between our Religion and 
theirs, and which of them comes neareſt to 
the Wiſdom which is from above, which 1s 
peaceable, and gentle, and full of mercy. And 
J do heartily pray, and have good hopes, 
that God will open their Eyes ſo far, as to con- 
. vince ſome among them, that hat cannot be 
the true Religion which inſpires men with ſuch 
barbarous Minds. 

But I have done: and if I have been tranſ- 
ported upon this Argument ſomewhat beyond 
my uſual temper, the Occaſion, and our preſent 
Circumſtances, will, I hope, bear me out. I 
have expreſs'd myſelf all along with a juſt 
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ORAT ION the Fir. 


Senſe, and with no unjuſt Severity, concerning 
theſe horrid Principles and Practices; but yet 
with great pity and tenderneſs towards thoſe 
miſerably ſeduced Souls, who have been de- 
luded by them, and enſnared in them. And I 
can truly ſay, as the Roman Orator did of 


himſelf on another occaſion *, My Nature in- 


clines me to be tender and compaſſionate ; 
a hearty Zeal for our Religion, and concern- 


ment for the welfare of my Country, may 


perhaps have made me a little ſevere; but 
neither my natural Diſpoſition, nor the Tem- 
per of the Engh/h Nation, nor the Genius of 
the Proteſtant, that is, the true Chriſtian Reli- 
gion, will allow me to be cruel. 


 * Me natura miſericordem, patria ſeverum, crudelem nee 
patria nec natura eſſe voluit. L 


The End of the Firſt ORAT1oON. 
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NOV LE DGE is neceſſary to 
* þ ES Religion: It is neceſſary to the Being 

of it; and neceſſary to the Life and 
Practice of it. Without Faith (lays 

| the Apoſtle) it is impoſſible to pleaſe 
God : Becauſe Faith is an Act of the Under- 
ſtanding, and does neceſſarily ſuppoſe ſome 
Knowledge and Apprehenfion of what we be- 
lieve. To all Acts of Religion there is neceſ- 
farily required ſome Act of the Underſtanding ; 
ſo that without Knowledge there can be no De- 
votion in the Service of God, no Obedience to 


his Laws. Religion begins in the Underſtand- 
ing ; and from thence deſcends upon the Heart 


and Life. F ye know theſe things (lays our 


Saviour) happy are ye if ye do them. We muſt 
firſt know God, before we can worſhip him ; 
and underſtand what is his Will, before we 
can do it. 

And as Knowledge in general is neceſſary to 
Religion, ſo more particularly the Knowledge 
of the Holy Scriptures is neceſſary to our eternal 

B J | Sal- 
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ORAT ION he Second. 
Salvation: Becauſe theſe are the great and 
ſtanding Revelation of God to Mankind; 
wherein the Nature of God, and his Will con- 
cerning our Duty, and the Terms and Condi- 
tions of our eternal Happineſs in another World, 
are fully and plainly declared to us. 

The Scriptures are the Word of God; and 
from whence can we learn the Will of God ſo 
well as from his own Mouth? They are the 
great Inſtrument of our Salvation; and ſhould 
not every Man be acquainted with that which 
alone can perfectly inſtruct him what he muſt 
believe, and what he muſt do that he may be 
ſaved? This is the Teſtimony which the Scrip- 
ture gives of itſelf, that it is able to make Men 


wife unto Salvation: And is it not very fit that 


every Man ſhould have this Wiſdom, and in 
order thereunto the free uſe of that Book from 


whence this Wiſdom is to be learned? 


How great and inexcuſable then. muſt be 
the fault of thoſe who keep Men in Ignorance 
of Religion, and take away from them. fo ex- 
cellent and neceſlary a means of Divine Know- 
ledge as the Holy Scriptures are? This Tyranny 
the Church of Rome hath exercis'd over thoſe 
of her Communion for ſeveral hundreds of 


_ Years: And I profeſs ſeriouſly that hardly any 


thing in the World was ever to me more aſto- 
nithihe, than this her uncharitable and cruel 
uſage of them. And I cannot tell which to 
W der at moſt, the Inſolence of their Gover- 
nours in impoling upon Men this ſenſeleſs way 
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ORAAT ION the Second. | 
of ſerving God, or the Patience ſhall I call it, 2 


d; or rather Stupidity of the People in enduring 

n- to be ſo intolerably abuſed. Why ſhould rea- 9 

1 ſonable Creatures be treated at this rude and | 

d, barbarous Rate? As if they were unworthy to : 
be acquainted with the Will of God; and as 

1d if that which every Man ought to do, were i 

ſo not fit for every Man to know: As if the com- 

ne mon People had only Bodies to be preſent at = 

Id the Service of God, but no Souls: or as if they 2" 

-h were all diſtracted and out of their Wits, and 9 

ſt it were a dangerous thing to let in the Light ; Z 

Je upon them. | = 

* Men (it is true) may pervert and may miſ- = 

n carry with their Knowledge, but then ſurely | 

at they are not to periſh for want of it. The 

in beſt things in the world have their inconve- 

m niences attending them, and are liable to be = 

| abuſed ; but ſurely Men are not to be ruin'd | 

e and damn'd for fear of abuſing their Know- | 

e ledge, or for the prevention of any other in- 

= convenience whatſoever. This is to croſs the 

— very end of the Scriptures, and the deſign of 

y God in inſpiring Men to write them. For, can 

e any Man think that God ſhould ſend this great 

f Light of his Word into the world, for the Prieſts 

y to hide it under a Buſhel, and not rather that 

8 it ſhould be ſet up to the greateſt advantage for 

| the enlightning of the World? Are the Scrip- 

0 tures ſo uſeful and profitable for Doctrine, for 

4 Reproof, for Inſtruction in Righteouſneſs * and 

/ why may they not be uſed by the People for 

= | B 4 _ thoſe. 
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ir rhe 2 
thoſe ends for Which they were given? Tis 


true indeed, they are fit for the moſt knowing 


and learned, and ſufficient to make the Man of 


God perfedt, and thoroughly furniſhed to every 
good Work: But does this exclude their being 
Yrofitable alſo to the People, who may reaſonably 


be ſuppoſed to ſtand much more in need of 


all means and helps of Inſtruction than their 
Teachers? And tho' there be many Difficulties 
and Obſcurities in the Scriptures, enough wy 
exerciſe the Skill and Wit of the learned, 

they are not therefore either uſeleſs or ado 
rous to the People. The ancient Fathers of 
the Church were of another Mind, St. Chry- 
ſoſtom tells us that © Whatever things are ne- 
* ceflary, are manifeſt in the Scriptures,” And 
St. Auſtin, © That all things are plain in the 
** Scripture, which concern Faith and a good 
Life; and that thoſe things which are ne- 
* ceflary to the Salvation of Men, are not ſo 
« hard to be come at; but that as to thoſe 
things which the Scripture plainly contains, 


* it ſpeaks without diſguiſe like a familiar 


Friend to the Heart of the Learned and Un- 
* learned. And upon theſe and ſuch like 
Conſiderations, the Fathers did every where in 
their Orations and Homilies charge and ex- 
hort the People to be converſant in the Holy 
Scriptures, to read them daily, and diligently, 


and attentively. And I challenge our Adver- 


ſaries to ſhew me where any of the ancient 


— do diſcourage the People from reading 


the 
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' Oxrar1oN the Second. 
the Scriptures, much leſs forbid them fo to do. 
So that they who do it now have no Cloak for 
their Sin : and they who pretend ſo confidently 
to Antiquity in other Caſes, are by the Evi- 
dence of Truth forced to acknowledge that it 
is againſt them in this. Tho' they have ten 


thouſand Schoolmen on their fide, yet have they 
not one Father, not the leaſt pretence of Scrip- 


ture, or rag of Antiquity to cover their Naked- . 


nels in this Point. 

But to ſpeak more diſtinctly ---- There are 
two things we charge them withal, and which 
they are not able to deny. Their performing 
the publick Service of God in an unknown 


Tongue; and their depriving the People of the 


uſe of the Scriptures. 

As to the Firſt ------ St. Paul, in his firſt 
Epiſtle to the Corinthians, hath a whole Chap- 
ter on purpoſe to ſhew the unreaſonableneſs of 
it, and how contrary it is to the Edification of 
Chriſtians, He declares in particular of him- 
ſelf, that he had rather ſpeak five Words with 


| Underſtanding and fo as to teach others, than ten 


thouſand in an unknown tongue. Why then 
does that Church doubt to follow ſo great an 
Authority, or rather how dares ſhe to diſſent 
from it ? 88 

As to the Practice of the ancient Church, 
let Origen bear witneſs. © The Grecians (ſays 
* he) in their Prayers uſe the Greek, and the 
Romans the Latin Tongue; and ſo every one 


according to his Language prayeth unto God 
and praiſeth him as he is able.“ But 
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ORAT T o N the Second. 


But to reaſon this matter a little calmly with 
them Is it neceſſary for Men to under- 
ſtand any thing they do in Religion? And is 
not Prayer One of the moſt ſolemn Parts of 
Religion? And why then ſhould not Men un- 
derſtand their Prayers, as well as any thing elſe 
they do in Religion? Is it good that People 
| ſhould underſtand their private Prayers, that 
(we thank them) they allow, and why not 

ublick as well? Is there leſs of Religion in 
public Prayers? Is God leſs honoured by them? 
Or are we not as capable of being edited and 
of having our Hearts and Affections moved 
and excited by them? Where then lies the Ol 
difference? The more I conſider it, the more WW 
I am at a loſs, what tolerable Reaſon can be ha. 
given, why People ſhould not underſtand their I liſh 
publick Devotions as well as their private. If go. 


Men cannot heartily and devoutly pray alone, N wa 


without underſtanding what they ask of God, WW 44 
no more (ſay I) can they heartily and devoutly WW vri 
join in the publick Prayers which are made / 
by the Prieſt, without underſtanding what cui 
they are. If it be enough for the Prieſt to ¶ wre 


end them, why ſhould not the Prieſt WW not 


only be preſent at them? unleſs the People do WW no 
not meet to worſhip God, but only to wait yet 
upon the Prieſt. But by faying the Prieſt un- ¶ ting 
derſtands them, it ſeems it 1s better that ſome 
body ſhould underſtand them than not ; and 
why is not that which is good for the Prieſt, 
good for the People ? 

As 
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ORATION Zhe, Second. 
As to their depriving the People of the uſe 
of the Holy Scriptures —— Our bleſſed Saviour 
exhorts the Jews to ſearch the Scriptures; and 
St. Paul chargeth the Chriſtians that the Word 
of God ſhould dwell richly in them; and the an- 
cient Fathers of the Church do moſt frequent- 
ly and earneſtly recommend to the People the 
reading and ſtudy of the Scriptures. How 
then comes the Caſe to be now ſo altered? 


that certainly abides and continues the ſame for 
ever. | 

In truth I cannot ſee what conſiderable 
Objections can be made againſt the Peoples 


have held as well againſt the writing and pub- 
liſhing of them at firſt in a Language under- 
ſtood by the People: As the Old Teſtament 
was by the Jews, and the Epiſtles of the 
Apoſtles by the Churches to whom they were 
written, and the Goſpels both by Jeus and 
Greeks, Were there no Difficulties and Ob- 
what WW ſcurities then in the Scriptures, capable of being 
{t to wreſted by the unſtable and unlearned? Were 
Prieft WW not People then liable to Error, and was there 
e do no danger of Hereſy in thoſe times? And 
walt yet theſe are their great Objections againſt put- 
t un- ting the Scriptures into the Hands of the 
ſome I People. Which is juſt like their arguing againſt 
and WW giving the Cup to the Laity from the incon- 
rieſt, ¶ veniency of their Beards, leſt ſome of the 
conſecrated Wine ſhould be ſpilt upon them: 


As As 
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Sure the Word of God is not changed; 


reading of the Scriptures, which would not 
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O RAT TON the Second. 


As if Errors and Beards were inconveniences 
lately ſprung up in the World, .and which 
Mankind were not liable to in the firſt Ages of 
Chriſtianity. 

In Anſwer indeed, they will tell you, That 


their Church can give men leave to read the 


Scriptures, But you muſt know, this is not 
without great trouble and difficulty: there muſt 
be a Licence for it under the Hand of a Biſhop 
or Inquiſitor, by the Advice of the Prieſt or 
Confeſſor, concerning the Fitneſs of the Per- 


fon that defires this Privilege ; and you may 


be ſure they will think none fit, but thoſe of 
whom they have the greateſt Confidence and 
Security: And whoever preſumes to do it 


' otherwiſe, is to be denied Abſolution: which 


is as much as in them lies, to damn men for 
preſuming to read the Word of God without 
their Leave. - 
And whatever they may allow here in Eng- 
land, where they hold their People upon more 
ſlippery Terms, yet this Privilege is very 
rarely granted where they are in full poſſeſſion 
of their full Power, and have the People per- 


fectly under their Yoke, 


Again, they will tell you that they inſtru& 
the People otherwiſe. This indeed were ſome- 
thing, if they did it to purpoſe; but generally 
they do it very ſparingly and ſlightly. Their 
Sermons are commonly made up of feigned 
Stories and Miracles of Saints, and Exhorta- 


tions to the Worſhip of them; and tho' they 
allo 
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vhich ¶ allow the People ſome Catechiſins and Manuals 
zes of of Devotion, yet in many of them they have 
che Conſcience and the Confidence to feal 


That W away the ſecond Commandment in the Face of 


the eighth. Tz 

But to bring the matter to a Point, if thoſe 
Helps of Inſtruction are agreeable to the Scrip- 
tures, why are they ſo afraid the People ſhould 
read the Scriptures? If they are not, why do 


Per- ¶ they deceive and delude them? 

may i Why, they will tell you again, that People 
fe of Hare apt to wreſt the Scriptures to their own 
> and Deſtruction, and that the promiſcuous uſe of 
lo it them hath been the great Occaſion of Here- 


ies. It cannot be denied to be the Condition 
of the very beſt things in the World, that they 
are liable to be abuſed; Health, and Light, 
and Liberty, as well as Knowledge. But muſt 
all theſe be therefore taken away? This very 


more inconvenience of Peoples wreſting the Scrip- 
very Eures to their Ruin, St. Peter takes notice of in 
eſſion Wis Days; but he does not therefore forbid 


Men the reading of them, as his moſt prudent 
ucceſſors have done ſince. Suppoſe the read- 
ing of the Scriptures hath been the Occaſion of 


firit Ages of Chriſtianity? and yet neither the 
\poſtles nor their Succeſſors ever preſcribed 
his Remedy. But are they in earneſt? muſt 


zorta- Pot Men know the Truth for fear of falling 
they into Error? Becauſe Men may poſſibly mils 
allow their way at Noon-day, muſt they never tra- 


vel 


Fr, 
N 
* 
F$K 


. 
1 
4 
44x 
+0 
; 
14 
1 


Hereſies; were there ever more than in the 


N - 4 1 4 , . 
IG . 0 
D wr © N * . * — : — N e 
rn r — — 3 — 
SINE r 5 1 - ſe, pres oe” 
<a 1 — 2ry wv A er  * —— "9 _—_ tee. e444 Pages; \;« 6 2. Zr, rattan - 


mgm — — 


RSS ay ers fr wr nan 
BE 2 * 9 k ad , ay ws . 


— 
U—U— 2 —ͤ— - 


30 


> 

* 

ti 
* I 
WOK og. 
SOT 
WER. 


OrarTton he Firſt. 


vel but in the Night, when they are ſure to 
loſe it? 3 | 

And when all is done, this is not true, that 
Hereſies have ſprang from this Cauſe : for 
they have generally been broached by the 


learned, from whom the Scriptures neither 


were, nor could be concealed, which is con- 
firmed by the Hiſtory and Experience of all 
Ages. But if what they ſay were true, 1s not 
this to lay the blame of all the ancient Here- 
fies upon the ill Management of things by our 
Saviour, and his Apoſtles, and the holy Fa. 
thers of the Church for ſo many Ages, and 
their imprudent diſpenſing of the Scriptures to 
the People? This indeed 1s to charge the 
matter home; and yet this Conſequence is un. 
avoidable; For the Church of Rome cannot 


Juſtify the Piety and Prudence of their preſent 


Practices without accuſing all theſe. 

With great Confidence they will yet again 
tell you, that tho' theſe things were otherwiſe 
in the Apoſtles times, and in the Antrent 
Church, yet the Church hath power to alter 
them according to the Exigence and Circum- 
ſtances of time. But may we not take it here 
for granted, that the Governours of the Church 
have in no Age more Power than the Apoſile 
had in theirs. Now St. Paul tells us that the 
Authority which the Apoſtles had given them 
by the Lord, was only for edrfication, but nit 


for deſtruftion: And the ſame St. Paul make 


it the Buſineſs of a whole Chapter to ſhey 
that 


re to 


that 
for 
the 
either 
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of all 
18 not 
Here- 
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y Fa- 
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that the performing the Publick Service of 
God, and particularly praying in an unknown 
Tongue, are contrary to edification ; from 
which the Concluſion is plain, That the Apo- 
tles themſelves had no Authority to appoint - 


the Service of God to be performed in an un- 
known Tongue; and ſurely it is Arrogance for 
the Church in any Age to pretend greater Au- 
thority than the Apoſtles had. 5; 

There is no doubt but that Men of Wit 
and Confidence will always make a ſhift to fay 
ſomething for any thing; and ſome way or 
other blanch over the blackeſt and moſt ab- 
urd things in the World. But I leave it to 
he judgment of Mankind whether any thing 
be more unreaſonable than to tell Men in effect, 
hat it is fat they ſhould underſtand as little of 
Religion as is poſſible; that God hath pub- 
liſhed a very dangerous Book, with which it is 
not ſafe for the People to be familiarly ac- 
guainted; that our Bleſſed Saviour and his 

{po/Hes, and the antient Chriſtian Church for 
more than fix hundred years, were not wiſe 
Managers of Religion, nor prudent Diſpenſers 
of the Scriptures; but like fond and fooliſh 
Fathers put a Knife and a Sword into the 
Hands of their Children with which they 

ight eaſily have foreſeen what Miſchief they 

ould do to themſelves and others. And who 
yould not chuſe to be of ſuch a Church 
vhich is provided of ſuch excellent and ef- 
tual means of Ignorance, fuch wiſe and 

. _ infallible 
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ORAT TON the Second, 
infallible Methods for the Prevention of Know: 


ledge in the People, and ſuch 3 of cloſe 


Shutters to keep out the Light? 
I would rather recommend this Argument 


to the unlearned, becauſe it is fo very plain, 


that the moſt ordinary Capacity may judge 


of this Uſage and Dealing with the Souls of 
Men; which is ſo very groſs, that every Mall © 
muſt needs be ſenfible of it; becauſe it 
toucheth Men in the common Rights of Hu- 
man Nature, which belong to them as much 
as the Light of Heaven, and the Air ye 
breathe in. ; 

It requires no Subtlety of Wit, no o Skill in 
Antiquity, to underſtand theſe Controverſis 
between Us and the Church of Rome. Fot 
there are no Fathers to be pretended on both 
Sides in theſe Queſtions: They yield we hae 
Antiquity on Ours : And we refer it to the 
common Senſe of Mankind, which Church, 
that of Rome or Ours, hath all the Right and o 


Reaſon in the World on her Side in theſe De- m 
bates? And, who they are that tyrannize over C 
Chriſtians, the Governours of their Church, p e 
ri 


or ours? Who uſe the People like Sons and 
Freemen, and who like Slaves? Who feed =" 
the Flock of Chrift committed to them, and 
who take the Childrens Bread from them! 

Who they are, that when their Children as Pe 
Bread, for Bread give them a Stone, and for 

an Egg a Serpent ? I mean the Legends HF 


their Saints, inſtead of the Holy Scriptures, 
which 
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which are able to make Men wiſe unto Sal- 


vation: and who are they that lie moſt juſtly 
under the Suſpicion of Errors and Corruptions, 
they who bring their Doctrines and Practices 
into the open Light, and are willing to have 


them try d by the true Touchſtone, the Word 


of God : or they who ſhun the Light, and de- 
cline all manner of Tryal and Examination ? 
And who are moſt likely to carry on a worldly 
Deſign, they who drive a Trade of ſuch mighty 
Gain and Advantage under Pretence of Reli- 
gion, and make ſuch Markets of the Ignorance 
and Sins of the People ; or we whom Malice 
itſelf cannot charge with ſerving any worldly 
Deſign, by any allowed Doctrine or Practice of 
our Religion ? for we make no Money of the 
Miſtakes of the People, nor do we fill their 
Heads with vain Fears of new Places of Tor- 
ment, to make them willing to empty their 
Purſes in a vainer hope of being delivered out 
of them, We do not, like them, pretend a 
mighty Bank and Treaſure of Merits in the 
Church, which they ſell to the People for 
ready Money, giving them Bills of Exchange 
trom the Pope to Purgatory; when they who 


grant them have no reaſon to believe they will 


avail them, or be accepted in the other World. 


For our Parts, we have no Fear that our 


People ſhould underſtand Religion too well; 
we could wiſh with- Moſes, that all the Lord's 
People were Prophets: We ſhould be heartily 


C glad 
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glad the People would read the Holy Scrip- 
tures more diligently, being ſufficiently af- 
ſured that it is their own fault if they learn 
any thing but what is from thence: 
We have no Doctrines or Practices contrary 
to Scripture, and conſequently no occaſion to 
keep it cloſe from the Sight of the People, 
or to hide any of the Commandments of 
God from them: We leave theſe mean Arts to 
thoſe who ſtand in need of them. 

In a word, there is nothing which God 
hath faid to Men, which we deſire ſhould 
be concealed from them: Nay, we are wil 
ling the People ſhould examine what we 
teach, and bring all our Doctrines to the 
Law and to the Teſtimony ; that if they be 
not according to this Rule, they may neither 
believe them nor us. "Tis only things falſe 
and adulterate which ſhun the Light and fear 
the Touchſtone, We have that Security of 
the Truth of our Religion, and of the Agree- 
ableneſs of it to the Word of God, that 
honeſt Confidence of the Goodneſs of our 
Cauſe, that we do not forbid the People to 
read the beſt Books our Adverſaries can write 
againſt it. | 

And now let any impartial Man judge 
whether. this be not a better Argument of a 
good Cauſe, to leave Men at Liberty to try 
the grounds of their Religion, than the 
Courſes which are taken in the Church of 

Rome, 
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ORAT ION the Second. 

Rome, to awe Men with an Inguzfition ; and, 
as much as is poſſible, to keep the Common 
People in Ignorance, not only of what their 
late Adverſaries, the Proteſtants, but their chief 
and antient Adverſary, the Scriptures, have to 
lay againſt them. | | 
A Man had need of more than common 

Security of the Skill and Integrity of thoſe 
to whom he perfectly reſigns his Underſtand- 
ing; this is too great a Truſt to be repoſed in 
human Frailty, and too ftrong a Temptation 


| to others to impoſe upon us,, to abuſe our 


Blindneſs, and to make their own ends of our 
voluntary Ignorance, and eaſy Credulity. This 
is ſuch a Folly as if a rich Man ſhould make 
his Phyſician his Heir; which is to tempt him 
either to deſtroy him or to let him die, for his 
own Intereſt. So he that truſts the Care of his 
Soul with other Men, and at the ſame time by 
:rrecoverable Deed ſettles his Underſtanding 
upon them, lays too great a Temptation before 
them to ſeduce and damn him for their own 
Ends. | 

What Cauſe have we then to bleſs God, who 
are ſo happily reſcued from that more than Egyp- 
tian Darkneſs and Bondage, wherein this Na- 
tion was detained for ſeveral Ages! who are 
delivered out of the hands of thoſe cruel 
Task-maſters, who required Brick without 
Straw ; that Men ſhould be religious without 


competent Underſtanding, and work out their 
C 2 | on 
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OR ATION #he Second. 


own Salvation while they denied them the 
means of all others the moſt neceſſary to it; 
who, in ſhort, are ſo uncharitable as to allow 
us no Salvation of of their Church, and yet fo 
unreaſonable as to deny us the very beſt means 
of Salvation when we are u it. 
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Dis not denied by the moſt ju- 
2g dicious Proteflants, but that the 
Church of Rome do hold all the 
Articles of the Chriftian Faith 
which are neceſſary to Salvation. 
But that which we charge upon them, as a 
juſt ground of our Separation from them, is 
the impoſing of new Doctrines and Practices 


upon Chriſttans as neceſſary to Salvation, which 
were never taught by our - Saviour or his 


Apoſtles, and which are either directly con- 
trary to the Doctrine of Chriſtianity, or too 
apparently deſtructive of a good Life, and 
render Salvation very hazardous in it. 

Their Doctrine, for inſtance, of Infallibility, 
which being admitted makes way for as many 
Errors as they pleaſe to bring in. And this 
they are very ſtiff and peremptory in, tho 
they are not agreed among themſelves where 
this Infallibility is ſeated; whether in the Pope 


alone, or a Council alone, or in both together, or 


in the diffuffve body of Chriſtians. But they 
| C 3 are 
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ORAT1ON he Third, 
are ſure they have it, though they know not 


where it 1s. 

And is this no prejudice againſt it ? Can any 
man think that this privilege was at firſt con- 
ferr'd upon the Church of Rome, and that 
Chriſtians in all Ages did believe it, and had 
conſtant recourſe to it for determining their 
differences, and yet that very Church which 
hath enjoyed and uſed it fo long, ſhould now 
be at a loſs where to find it? Nothing could 
have fallen out more unluckily, than that there 
ſhould be ſuch differences among them about 
that which they pretend to be the only means 
of ending all differences. 

There is not the leaſt intimation in Scrip- 
ture of this privilege conferred upon the Ro- 
nam Church, nor do the Apoſtles, in all their 
Epiitles, ever ſo much as give the leaſt di- 
rection to Chriſtians to appeal to the Biſhop of 
Rome for a determination of the many diffe- 
rences which even in thoſe times happen'd 
among, them. And it is ſtrange they ſhould 
be ſo filent in this matter, when there were 
ſo many cc caſions to ſpeak of it, if our Savi- 

our had plainly appointed fuch an Infallibile 
Fudge of controverſies for this very end, to de- 
cide the differences that ſhould happen among 
Chriſtians, It is ſtrange that the Antient Fa- 


. thers in their diſputes with Hereticks ſhould 


never appeal to this Judge; nay it is ſtrange 
they ſhould not conſtantly do it in all caſes, it 
being ſo ſhort and expedite a way for the 
ending 


OraTION the Third. 


ending of controverſies. And this yery confi- 
deration to a wiſe man is inſtead of a thou- 
ſand Arguments to fatisfy him that in thoſe 
times no ſuch thing was believed in the World. 

And beſides, whatever may be the Inconve- 
niences of Mens judging for themſelves in Re- 
ligion, yet I doubt not to make it appear, 
that the Inconveniences are far the leaſt on 
that fide. The preſent Condition of human 
Nature doth not admit of any Conſtitution of 
things, whether in Religion or Civil Matters, 
which is free from all kind of Exception and 
Inconvenience : That is the beſt ſtate of things 


which 1s liable to the leaſt and feweſt. If Men 


be modeſt and humble, and willing to learn, 
God has done that which is ſufficient for the 
Aſſurance of our Faith, and for the Peace of 
his Church, without an infallible Judge : and 
if Men will not be fo, I cannot tell what 
would be ſufficient. I am ſure there were 
Hereſies and Schiſms in the Aßpoſtles times, 
when thoſe who governed the Church were 
certainly guided by an infallible Spirit. 

God hath appointed Guides and Teachers 
for us in matters of Religion, and if we will 
be contented to be inſtructed by them in thoſe 
neceſſary Articles and Duties of Religion, 
which are plainly contained in Scripture; and 
to be counſelled and directed by them in things 
that are more doubtful and difficult, I do not 
ſee why we might not do well enough without 
any infallible Judge or Guide. | 

_ C4 Zut 


Sx Sus A AS 
r 
r 


2 17 
„ 
e 


| n & rape OF) 
3 ee Sheets. 5. 


21 +<% 4 


r 1 TE n 
* = Ws - 0 _ 2 N14 = 
TVT!!! ee Sage 
—__ i l 9 — dA boy IO 

. F NETS F 5 
n "OOTY Ed - = . 6 
r TE STEEN 1 

"Ix" 3 * 8. r 
l 80 F 


6&1 


a HY; 


Orarion e Third. 


But ſtill it will be ſaid, who ſhall judge 
what things are plain and what doubtful ? 
The anſwer to this, in my opinion, is not 
difficult. For, if there be any thing plain in 
Religion, every Man that hath been duly in- 


ſtructed in the Principles of Religion can judge 
of it, or elſe it is not plain. But there are 


ſome things in Religion ſo very plain, that no 
Guide or Judge can in reaſon claim that Au- 
thority over Men, as to oblige them to believe 


or do the contrary; no, tho' he pretend to 


Infallibility ; no, tho' he were an Apoſtle, tho 


he were an Angel from Heaven. St. Paul puts 


the Caſe ſo high, Gal. i. 8. Though we, or an 
Angel from Heaven, preach any other Goſpel 
unto you, than what you have received, let him 
be accurſed: which plainly ſuppoſeth that 
Chriſtians may and can judge when Doctrines 
are contrary to the Goſpel. What? Not be- 
lieve an Apoſtle nor an Angel from Heaven, if 
he mould teach any thing evidently contra 

to the plain Doctrine of the Goſpel? If he 
ſhould determine Virtue to be Vice, and Vice 
to be Virtue? No, not an Apoſtle, nor an 
Angel; becauſe ſuch a Doctrine as this would 
confound and overturn all things in Religion. 
And yet Bellarmine puts this very Caſe, and ſays, 


if the Pope ſhould ſo determine, we were bound 
fo believe him, unleſs we would fin againſt Con- 


ſcience. | 


And I will now conclude my Reflections on 
this their Doctrine of Infallibility by putting a 


very 


ORATION the Third. 
yery plain and familiar Caſe; by which it 
will appear what Credit and Authority is fit 
to be given to a Guide, and what not. Sup- 
poſe I came a Stranger into England, and 


landing at Dover took a Guide there to con- 
duct me in my way to Yer, which I knew 


| before by the Map to he North of Dover * 


Having committed myſelf to him, if he lead 


me for two or three days together out of any - 


lain Road, and many times over Hedge and 
Ditch, I cannot but think it ſtrange, that in 
a civil and well- inhabited Country there ſhould 
be no Highways from one part of it to ano- 
ther: Yet thus far I ſubmit to him, tho' not 
without ſome regret and impatience. But 
then if after this, for two or three days more 
he lead me directly South, and with my Face 
full upon the Sun at Noon-day, and at laſt 
bring me back again to Dover-Peer ; and till 
bids me follow him : Then certainly no Mo- 
deſty does oblige a Man not to diſpute with 


| his Guide, and to tell him ſurely that can be 


no way, becauſe it is Sea. Now tho' he ſet 
never ſo bold a Face upon the matter, and 
tell me with all the gravity and authority in 
the world, That it is not the Sea but dry 
Land under the ſpecies and appearance of Ma- 
fer ; and that whatever my Eyes tell me, hav- 
ing once committed myſelf to his guidance, I 
muſt not truſt my own Senſes in the Caſe ; it 
being one of the moſt dangerous ſorts of Infide- 
lity for a Man to believe his own Eyes ra- 
ther 
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ORaTIiON the Third. 


ther than his faithful and infallible Guide : Al 
this moves me not ; but I begin to expoſtulate 
roundly with him, and to let him underſtand 
that if I muſt not believe what I fee, he is 
like to be of nc farther uſe to me, becauſe ] 
ſhall not be able, at this rate, to know whe- 

ther I have a Guide, and whether I follow 

him or not, In ſhort, I tell him plainly, that 

when I took him for my Guide, I did not 

take him to tell me the difference between 

North and South, between a Hedge and 4 

Highway, between Sea and dry Land; all thi 

I knew before, as well as He or any Man 

elſe could tell me; but I took him to con- . 
duct and direct me the neareſt way to York WW, 
And therefore after all his impertinent Talk, WO 
after all his Motives of Credibility to perſuade MM. 
me to believe him, and all his confident Say- 
ings, which he oravely calls Demonſtrations, | 
ſtand ſtifly upon the Shore, and leave my 
learned and reverend Guide to take his own 
courſe, and to diſpoſe of himſelf as he pleaſeth 
but firmly reſolve not to follow him. And 6 
any man to be blamed that breaks with hi 
Guide upon theſe Terms : And this is truly 
the Caſe, when a Man commits himſelf to ;. 
the Guidance of any Perſon or Church: If by | 


virtue of this Authority they will needs per- Re 


ſuade me out of my Senſes, and not to beliem ins 
what T ſee, but what they fa ay; that Virtue i 
Vice, and Vice Virtue, if they declare them upo 


to be io: And that becauſe they ſay they ar the 
infallible, if 
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ORAT ION Be Third. 
infallible, I am to receive all their Dictates 
for Oracles, tho' never ſo evidently falſe and 
abſurd in the Judgment of all Mankind : In 
this caſe there is no way to be rid of theſe un- 
reaſonable People, but to deſire of them, ſince 
one kindneſs deſerves another, and all Con- 
traditions are alike eaſy to be believed, that 
they would be pleaſed to believe that Infide- 
lity. is Faith, and that when I abſolutely re- 
nounce their Authority, I do yield a moſt per- 
ect ſubmiſſion and obedience to it. 

Upon the whole matter, all the Revelations 
of God, as well as the Laws of Men, go upon 
this preſumption, that Men are not ſtark Fools; 
but that they will conſider their Intereſt and 
have ſome regard to the great concernment 
of their eternal Salvation, And this is as much 
to ſecure Men from miſtake in matters of Be- 
licf, as God hath afforded-to keep Men from 
din in matters of Practice. 
effectual and infallible proviſion that Men ſhall 


not ſin; and yet it would puzzle any Man to 
give a good Reaſon, why God ſhould take 


more care to ſecure Men againſt Errors in 
Belief, than againſt Sin and Wickedneſs in their 
Lives. % 

I may inſtance again their Doctrine about 
Repentance, which conſiſts in confefling their 
ins to the Prieſt ; which if it be but accom- 
panied with any degree of contrition, does 
upon abſolution receiv'd from the Prieſt put 


lived 


He hath made no 
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lived the moſt lewd and debauched lives that 
can be imagined ; than which nothing can he 
more plainly deſtructive of a good life. For if 
this be true, all the hazard that the moſt 
wicked man runs of his Salvation 1s only the 
danger of ſo ſudden a Death as gives him ng 
ſpace for Confeſſion and Abſolution. A caſe 
that happens fo rarely, that any man that is 
ſtrongly addicted to his luſts, will be content 
to venture his Salvation upon this hazard, 
and all the arguments to a good life will be 
very infignificant to a man that hath a mind 
to be wicked, when remiſſion of ſins may be 
had upon ſuch cheap terms. 

Again their Doctrine of Purgatory : by 
which they mean an eſtate of temporary pu- 


niſhments after this life, from which men may 


be releaſed and tranſlated into Heaven by the 

rayers of the living, and the Sacrifice of the 
Maſs. That this Doctrine was not known in 
the Primitive Church, nor can be proved from 
Scripture, we have the free acknowledgment 
of as learned and eminent men as any of that 
Church; which is to acknowledge that it 18a 
ſuperſtructure upon the Chriſtian Religion 
And tho' in one ſenſe it be indeed a building 
of Gold and Silver upon the foundation of 
Chriſtianity, conſidering the vaſt revenues which 
this Doctrine (and that of Indulgences, which 
depends upon it) brings into that Church; 
yet I doubt not, but in the Apoſtle's ſenſe, it 
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ORATION the Third. 
groundleſs foever it be, it is too gainful a 
Doctrine to be eafily parted withal. _ 

Their Doctrine alſo of Tranſubſtantiation. 
A hard word but I would to God that were 
the worſt of it; the hing is much more dif- 
ficult. I have taken fome pains to conſider 
other Religions that have been in the world, 
and I mult freely declare, that I never yet in 
any of them met with any Article or Pro 
ſition, impoſed upon the belief of men, half 
ſo unreaſonable and hard to be believed as 
this is: And yet this in the Romiſb Church is 
eſteemed one of the moſt principal Articles of 
the Chriſtian Faith; tho' there is no more 
certain foundation for it in Scripture, than for 
our Saviour's being ſubſtantially changed into 
all thoſe things which are faid of him, as that 
he is @ rock, a Vne, a door, and a hundred 
other things. But this is not all, This Doc- 
trine hath not only 10 certain Foundation in 
Scripture, but I have a far heavier charge 


[againſt it; namely, that it undermines the very 


foundation of Chriſtianity it ſelf, And ſurely 
nothing ought to be admitted to be a part of 
the Chriſtian Doftrine which deſtroys the 
reaſon of our belicf of the whole. And that 
this Doctrine does ſo, will appear evidently, 
if we conſider what was the main argument 
which the Apoſtles uſed to convince the world 
of the truth of Chriſtianity; and that was 
this, That our bleſſed Saviour, the Author of 
ths Doctrine, wrought ſuch and ſuch Mi m_—_ 
Fa an 
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dead. But what if their Senſes did deceme 


ORATION the Third. 
and particularly that he roſe again from the dead 
And this they proved becauſe they were eye. 
witneſſes of his miracles, and had ſeen him and 
converſed with him after he was riſen from the 


them in this matter? then it cannot be denied 
but that the main proof of Chriſtianity falls b 
the ground, | 

Well! we will now ſuppoſe (as the Church 
of Rome does) Tranſubſtantiation to have bee 
one principal part of the Chriſtian Doctrine 
which the Apoſtles preached. But if this Doe: 
trine be true, then all mens ſenſes are deceiy 
in a plain ſenſible matter, wherein 'tis as hard 
for them to be deceived as in any thing in tht 
world: For two things can hardly be imagm 
more different, than a little bit of wafer and 
the whole body of a man. 

So that the Apoſtles perſuading men to be 
lieve this Doctrine perſuaded them not to truſ 
their ſenſes, and yet the Argument, which the 
uſed to perſuade them to this, was built upon. 
the direct contrary Principle, that mens feng 
are to be trufled. For if they be not, thei. 
notwithſtanding all the evidence the Apoſttay.: 
offer'd for the reſurrection of our Saviour, It 
might not be riſen, and fo the Faith of Chriſt: 
ans was vain. . 2 

So that they repreſent the Apoſtles as abſurd 
as-is poſſible, v/z. going about to perſuade mei 
out of their ſenſes by virtue of an Argument 
the whole ſtrength whereof depends upon tit 
certainty of ſenſe, And 
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And now the matter is brought to a fair 


flue ; if the teſtimony of ſenſe be to be relied 
upon, then Tranſulſtantiation is falſe ; if it be 
not, then no man is ſure that Chriſtianity is 
true. For the utmoſt Aſſurance that the 
Apoſtles had of the truth of Chriſtianity was 
the teſtimony of their own ſenſes concerning 
our Saviour's miracles, and this teſtimony every 


man hath againſt Tranſulſtantiation. From 
hence it plainly follows, that no man (no 
not the Apoſtles themſelves) had more reaſon 
to believe Chriſtianity to be true, than every 
man hath to believe Tranſub/tantiation to be 
falſe. And we who did not ſee our Saviour's 
miracles (as the Apoſtles did) and have only a 
credible relation of them, but do ſee the Sacra- 


tration, | 
I will inſtance but in one Doctrine more; 
and that ſhall be, their Doctrine of depoſing 


Vngs in caſe of Hereſy, and abſolving their 


Subjects from their Allegiance to them. And 
this is not a mere ſpeculative Doctrine, but hath 
been put in practice many a time by the Biſhops 
of Rome, as every one knows that is vers'd in 
Hiſtory, For the Troubles and Confuſions 
which were occaſion'd by this very thing 


make up a good part of the Hiſtory of ſeveral 


Apes, | 
I hope no body expects that I ſhould take 
the pains to ſhew that this was not the . 


nent, have leſs evidence of the fruth of Chri- 
ianity than of the faiſhood of Tranſubſtan- 
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of our Saviour and his Apoſtles, nor of the 
Primitive Chriſtians. The Papiſts are many 
of them ſo far from pretending this, that in 
ſome times and places, when it is not ſeafo. 
nable and for their purpoſe, we have much ado 


- 
4 


9 to perſuade them, that ever it was their Doc- 

| trine. But it Tranſubtantiation be their Doc- 

F trine, this is, for they came both out of the 

f fame Forge, I mean the Council of Latera 

| under Pope Innocent the third. And if (a 

ö they tell us) Tranſub/tantiation was then eſta 

; bliſh'd, ſo was his. And indeed one would 

| think they were Twins and brought forth at 

f the ſame time, they are ſo like one another, 

| both of them fo monſtrouſly unreaſonable. 

Fi Thus much for her Doctrines. And if we 

WW now conſider the Practices of the Church of 
Lo Rome, I am afraid they will prove as bad all 
1 her Doctrines. And ] ſhall inſtance in thek | 
1 1. Their celebrating of their Divine Service 
i bo 5 mim an unknown tongue. And that not only 
1 contrary to the practice of the Primitive Church | 
_ = 1 _ and to the great end and deſign of Religious Wo- 
1 ſhip, which is the edification of thoſe who ar 
8 concern'd in it, (and it is hard to imagine how, 
0 men can be edified by what they do not under-W . 
1 ſtand) but likewiſe in direct contradiction to | 
1 St. Paul, who hath no leſs than a whole Chap- / 

. ter wherein he confutes this practice as fully, 

14 and condemns it as plainly as any thing is con- 

. demned in the whole Bible. And they that 
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ORAT TON the Third. 
tan have the face to maintain that this practice 
was not condemned by St. Paul, or that it was 
allowed and uſed in the firſt Ages of Chriſtia- 
nity, need not be aſhamed to ſet up for the 
defence of any Paradox in the world. 

2. The Communion in one kind, And that 
notwithſtanding that even by their own ac- 
knowledgment our Saviour inſtituted it in both 
kinds, and the Primitive Church adminiſtred 
it in both kinds. This I muſt acknowledge is 10 
addition to Chriſtianity, but a ſacrilegrous taking 
away of an eſſential part of the Sacrament. 

For the Cup is as effential a part of the inſti- 
tution as the Bread; and they might as well, 
and by the fame authority, take away the one 
as the other, and both as well as either. 

3. Their worſhip of Images. Which prac- 


| tice (notwithſtanding all their diſtinctions about 


it, which are no other but what the Heathers 
uſed in the fame caſe) is as point- blank againſt 
the Second Commandment, as a deliberate and 


| malicious killing of a man is againſt the S:x7h. 


But if the caſe be ſo plain, a man would think 
that at leaſt the Teachers and Guides of that 
Church ſhould be ſenſible of it. Why, they 
are ſo, and afraid the people ſhould be fo too, 
and therefore in their ordinary Catechiſms and 
Manuals of Devotion they leave out the Second 
Commandment, and divide the Tenth into two, 
to make the Number ; leſt if the common 
people ſhould know it, their Conſciences 8 
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O NAT TON he Third. 
ſtart at the doing of a thing ſo directly contrary 
to the plain Command of God. 

4. The worſhipping of the Bread and Wine 
in the Euchariſt, out of a falſe and groundleſs 
perſuaſion, that they are Subſtantrally changed 
into the body and blood of Chriſt. Which if it 
be not true (and it hath good fortune if it be, 
for certainly it 1s one of the moſt incredible 


things in the world) then by the confeſſion of 


ſeveral of their own learned writers, they are 
guilty of groſs Idolatry. 

. The worſhip and invocation of Saznts 
and Angels ; and particularly of the Virgin Mary, 
which hath now for ſome Ages been a princi- 
pal part of their Religion, Now a man may 
juſtly wonder that ſo conſiderable a part of 
Religion as they make 'this to be, ſhould have 
no manner of foundation in the Scripture. Does 
our Saviour any where ſpeak one word con- 
cerning the worſhipping of her ? Nay, does he 
not take all occaſions to reſtrain all extravagant 
apprehenſions and imaginations concerning ho- 
nour due to her, as foreſeeing the degeneracy 
of the Church in this thing? When he was 
told that his Mother and Brethren were with- 
out: Who (ſays he) are my mother and my 
brethren? He that doth the will of my Father, 
the ſame is my mother, my ſiſter, and brother. 
And when the Woman brake forth into that 
rapture concerning the bleſſed Mother of our 
Lord, Bleſſed is the Womb that bare thee, ＋ 
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the þaps that gave thee ſuck! Our Saviour di- 
verts it to another thing, Lea rather, bleſſed are 
they that hear the word of God and keep it. 


Does either our Saviour or his Apoſtles in all 


their particular Precepts and Directions con- 
cerning Prayer, and the manner of it, and by 
whom we are to addreſs ourſelves to God, give 
the leaſt intimation of praying to the Virgin 
Mary, or making uſe of her Mediation? And 
can any man believe, that if this had been the 
practice of the Church from the beginning, our 
$aV10ur and his Apoſtles would have been ſo 
filent about ſo conſiderable a part of Religion; 
inſomuch that in all the Epiſtles of the Apoſtles 
do not remember that her Name is ſo much 
43 once mentioned? And yet the worſhip of 
her 1s at this day in the Church of Rome, and 
hath been for ſeveral Ages, a main part of 
their publick Worſhip, yea and of their private 
Devotions too; in which it is uſual with them 
to ſay ten Ave Maries for one Pater nofter ; 
that is, for one Prayer they make to Almighty 


| God, they make ten Addreſſes to the bleſſed 


Virgin ; for that is the proportion obſerved in 
their Roſaries. He that conſiders his, and had 
never ſeen the B:b/e, would have been apt to 
think that there had been more ſaid concern- 
ng Her in Scripture, than either concerning 
God or our bleſſed Savitur; and that the New 
Teſtament were full from one end to the other 
of precepts and exhortations to the worſhipping 
pt Her; and yet when all is done, I challenge 
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any man to ſhew me ſo much as one Sentence 


in the whole Bible that ſounds that way. And 


there is as little in the Chriſtian Writers of the 
firſt three hundred years, The truth is, hi 


practice began to creep in among dome ſuper. 


ſtitious people about the middle of the fh 
Century: And I remember particularly, that 
Epiphanius, who lived about that time, calls it 
the Hereſy of the Women. 

Theſe are ſome inſtances of feveral Doctrine 
and Practices which the Church of Rome hath 
built upon the Foundation of Chriſtianih. 
Much more might have been ſaid of them, but 
from what hath been ſaid any man may eafily 
diſcern how dangerous they are to the Salvation 
of men. But it is urged, that we grant a 90, 
fibility of Salvation to thoſe in the Commn- 
nion of the Church of Rome. And hence arifes 
a queſtion neceflary to be diſcuſs d, viz. he- 
ther our granting a poſibility of Salvation, though 
with great hazard, to thoſe in the Communion 


of the Roman Church, and their denying it to 


us, be a ſufficient argument and encouragement 
to any man to quit our Church and go to 
theirs ? 

And there is the more need to confider this 
becauſe this is the great popular Argument 
wherewith the Eyiſſartes and Agents of that 
Church are wont to aſſault our people. Nur 
Church (ſay they) grants that a Papiſt may be 
faved; ours denies that a Proteſtant can be 


fayed ; therefore it is ſafeſt to be of our Church, 
| W 
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 Orarion the Tbird. 
in which Salyation by the acknowledgment of 
both ſides is poſſible. 1 

For anſwer to this I ſhall endeavour to ſhew, 
that this is ſo far from being a good Argument 
that it is ſo intolerably weak and ſophiſtical that 
any conſiderate man ought to be aſhamed to 
be catched by it. For either it is good of 
itſelf and ſufficient. to perſuade a man to re- 
linquiſh our Church, and to pals over to theirs, 
without entering into the Merits of the Cauſe 
on either fide, and without comparing the Doc- 
trines and Practices of both the Churches to- 
gether, or it is not. 

If it be not ſufficient of itſelf to perſuade 
a man to leave our Church, without com- 
paring the Doctrines on bath ſides, then it is 
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to no purpoſe, and there is nothing got by it. 


For if upon examination and comparing of 
Doctrines the one appear to be frue and the 
other falſe, this alone is a ſufficient inducement 


to any man to cleave to that Church where N 
the true Doctrine is found; and then there is | 


no need of this Argument. = 
If it be faid that this Argument is good in i 
itſelf without the examination of the Doctrines "1 
of both Churches; this ſeems a very ſtrange i 
thing for any man to affirmg That it is reaſon fi 
enough to a Man to be of any Church, what- P 
ever her Nodarines and Practices be, if ſhe da 
but damn thoſe that differ from her, and if the | 
Church that differs from her do but allow a = 
Poſſibility of Salvation in ber Communion, But 1 
1 D 3 they il | 
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O RAT oN the Third. 


they who uſe this Argument, pretend that it 
is ſufficient of itſelf; I will therefore very 
briefly and plainly ſhew ſome groſs abſurdities 
that follow from it; how unfit it is to work. 
upon thoſe to whom it is propounded. And 
how improper it is to be urged by thoſe that 
make uſe of it. 

According to this Principle it is always ſafeſt 
to be on the wncharitable fide. And yet Un- 
charitableneſs 1s as bad an evidence, either of a 
true Chriſtian, or a true Church, as a man 
would wiſh. Charity i is one of the moſt eſ⸗ 
ſential marks of Chriſtianity, and what the 
Apoſtle ſaith of particular Chriſtians is as true 
of whole Churches, that tho“ they have all 
Faith, vet if they have not Charity they are 
nothin 

I grant that no Charity teacheth Men to ſee 
others damn'd and not to tell them of their 
condition. But it is to be conſidered that the 
damning of Men is a very hard thing, and 
therefore whenever we do it the cafe muſt 
be wonderfully plain. And is it fo in this 
matter? They of the Church of Rome cannot 
deny but that we embrace all the Doctrines 
of our Saviour contained in the Apoſtles Creed, 
and determined by the Four firſt General 
Councils, and yet they will not allow this 


and a goOd Life to put us within a poſſibility 
of Salvation, becauſe we will not ſubmit to 
all the Innovations they would impoſe upon 
us. And yet I think there is ſcarce any Doc- 

trine 
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trine cr Practice in difference between them 
and us, which ſome or other of their moſt 
learned Writers have not acknowledged either 


not to be ſufficiently contained in Scripture or 


not to have been held and practiſed by the pri- 
mitive Church; ſo that nothing can excuſe their 
Uncharitableneſs towards us. And they pay 
dear for the little advantage they get by this 
Argument, for they do what in them lies to 
make themſelves no Chriſtians that they may 
Yove themſelves the truer and more Chriſtian 
Church. A medium which we do not deſire to 


make uſe of. 


And if this Argument were good, then by 
this trick a man may bring over "all the world 


to agree with him in an error which another 
does not account damnable, whatever it be, pro- 


vided he do but damn all thoſe that do not 


hold it; and there wants nothing but Confidence 


and Unchartableneſs to do this. But 1s there 
any Senſe in this, that another man's boldneſs 
and want of Charity ſhould be an argument to 


move me to be of his opinion? I cannot il- 


luſtrate this better, than by the difference be- 
tween a skilful Phyſician and a Mountebank. 


A learned and a 5Skilful Phyſician is modeſt and 


ſpeaks juſtly of things; he ſays that ſuch a 


method of cure which hs hath directed is fafe; 


and withal, that that which the Mountebank 
preſcribes may poſſibly do the work, but there 
is great hazard and danger in it: 
Mountebank, who never talks'of any thing leſs 
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ORAT ION the Third. 


1 than infallible Cures, (and always the more the 
|  Mountebank the ſtronger pretence to Infallibi. 
lity) he is poſitive that that method which the 
Phyjician preſcribes will deſtroy the Patient, but 
his Receipt is infallible and never fails. Is there 
any reaſon in this caſe, that this man ſhould it 
carry it merely by his confidence And yet if Wtr 
this Argument be good, the ſafeſt way is to pi 
_—_ reject the Phyfician's advice and to ſtick to the rit 
—_— Mountebank's, For both ſides are agreed, that 
_ ' there is a poſſibility of cure in the Mounte- In 
—_— bank's method, but not in the Phyfician' J and 2 
—_— ſo the whole for rce of the Argument lies in the | 
| | Confidence of an ignorant Man. 
3 Beſides, this Argument is very unfit to work 
5 upon thoſe to whom it is propounded: For 
either they believe we ſay true in this, or not. If 
they think we do not, they have no reaſon to be 
| moved by what we fay. If they think we do, 
1 why do they not take in all that we ſay in this 
BE matter? Namely, that tho' it be poſſible for 
1 ſome in the Communion of the Roman Church 
Wo to be ſaved, yet it is very hazardous; and 
war that they are in a ſafe condition already i in our 
1 Church. And why then ſhould a bare poffi- 
. _ bility, accompanied with infinite and apparent 
hazard, be an argument to any man to run into 
$3} that danger. 
FE _ Laſtly, this Argument is very improper to be 
1 urged by thoſe who make uſe of it. | 
= Half of the ſtrength of it lies in this, that 
1 we Proteſtants acknowledge that it 18 poſſi ible a 
Papif 
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lay any ſtreſs upon this? What matter is it 
what we Hereticks ſay, who are ſo damnably 
miſtaken in all other things? Methinks if there 
were no. other reaſon, yet becauſe we ſay it, 
it ſhould ſeem to them to be unlikely to be 
true, But I perceive when it ſerves for their 
purpoſe we have ſome little credit and autho- 
rity among them. EN | 

By this time I hope every one is in ſome 
meaſure fatisfied of the weakneſs of this argu- 
nent, which is ſo tranſparent that no wiſe 
man can honeſtly uſe it, and he muſt have a 
rery odd underſtanding that can be cheated by 
it, The truth is, it is a caſual and contingent 
gument, and ſometimes it concludes right, 
and oftner wrong; and therefore no pru- 
lent man can be moved by it, except only in 
ne caſe, when all things are ſo equal on both 
des that there is nothing elſe in the whole 


for {World to determine him; which ſurely can ne- 
rch Per happen in matters of Religion, neceſſary 
and ebe believed. | 
our No man is ſo weak, as not to conſider 1n 
offi- de change of his Religion the merits of the 
rent muſe itſelf; as not to examine the Do#&#7r:nes 
into d Practices of the Churches on both ſides ; 


not to take notice of the Confidence and 
varity of both Parties, together with all 
er things which ought to move a conſcien- 
dus and a prudent man; and if upon enquiry 
cre appear to be a clear advantage on —_ 
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O RAT ION 2 Third. 
fide, thew: this argument is needleſs and comes 
too late, becauſe the work is already done 
without it. Beſides that the great hazard of 
Salvation in the Roman Church (which we de- 
clare upon account of the Do&?rines and Prac- 
zices which I have mentioned) - ought to deter 
any man much more from that Religion, than 
the acknowledged poſſibility of Salvation in it 
ought to encourage any man to the embracing 
of it. Indeed I have ſo much Charity 
(and I defire always to have it) as to hops 
that a great many among them who lived pi. 
ouſly, and have been almoſt mevitably detain'd 
in that Church by the prejudice of Education 


and an invincible Ignorance, will upon a ge: k 
acral Repentance find mercy with God; and b 
rh their works faffer loſs, and be burnt, ye I 
they themſelbes may eſcape, as out of the fre N 
Bat as for thoſe who had the opportunities ol , 
coming to the knowledge of the truth, if the bh, 
continue in the errors af that Church or apo 60 


ſtatize from the truth, I think their conditio 
to far from being ſafe that there muſt be ex 
traordinary favourable circumſtances in thei 
caſe to give a man hopes of their Salvation. 
I am ſorry that the neceſſary defence of our Re 
ligion, againſt the reftHeſs importunities and al 
zempts of our adverſaries upon all ſorts of per 
ſons, hath engaged me to ſpend ſo mud 
time in matters of diſpute, which J had mud 
rather have employed in another way, I hay 


conſtantly made it my * to plead again 
tl 
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comes the impieties and wickedneſs of men, and have 

done ¶ endeavoured by the beſt arguments I could 
ard of W think of to gain men over to a firm belief and 
ve de- ſerious practice of the main things of Religion. 
Prac-Y And I do affure you, I had much rather per- 
o deter ¶ ſuade any one to be a good man, than to be 
1, than of any party or denomination of Chriſtians 
1 m u whatſoever. For I doubt not but the belief of 
bracing I the ancient Creed, provided we entertain no- 
Charity thing that is deſtructive of it, fagether with 4 
hope, good life, will certainly ſave a man; and without 
ved p. this no man can have reaſonable b. opes of Sal- 
detain i dation, no not in an infallible Church, if there 
ducati ore any ſuch thing to be found in the world. 


n a "WF! have been, according to my opportunities, 
d; ua ot a negligent obſerver of the genius and hu- 
rnt, VS nour of the ſeveral Sects and Profeſſions in 
the fre keligion; and upon the whole matter, I do 


nities n my Conſcience believe the Church of Eng- 
, If then to be the beſt conſtituted Church this 
| Or 2p idzy in the world; and that as to the main, the 
:onditonn;2-;e, and Government, and Worſhip of it, 
ſt be We excellently framed to make men b Cherb 
in thel Religious: Securing men on the one hand, 
ation. om the wild freaks of Enthufiaſm ; and on 
four Rene other, from the groſs follies of Superſti- 
and d. And our Church hath this peculiar 
s of pes vantage above ſeveral Profefſions that we 
jo mucho in the world, that it acknowledgeth a 
ad MV and juſt Subordinatien to the Civil Autho- 

I WF, and hath always been untainted in its 
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And now ſhall every trifling conſideration 

be ſufficient to move a man to relinquiſh ſuch do 
a Church? There is no greater diſparagement 
to a man's underſtanding, no greater argu- 
ment of a light and ungenerous mind, than 
xaſhly to change ones Religion. Religion is 
our greateſt concernment of all other, and it 
is not every {tle argument, no nor a great noiſe 
about nfallb:hity, nothing but very plain and 
convincing evidence, that ſhould ſway a man 
in this caſe. But they are utterly inexcuſable 
who make a change of ſuch concernment 
upon the inſinuations of one fide only, with- 
aut ever hearing what can be faid for the 
Church they were baptized and brought up 
in before they leave it. They that can yield 
thus eaſily to the impreſſions of every one that 
hath a deſign and intereſt to make Proſehyts 
may at this rate of diſcretion change their N. 
ligion twice a day, and inſtead of Mornin 
and Evening Prayer, they may have a Mori 

ing and Evening Religion. Therefore fa 
God's ſake, and for our own Souls ſake, ang 
for the fake of our Reputation, let us conſida 
and he our ſelves men; Let us not ſuffe 
ourſelves to be ſhaken and carried away wilt 
every wind. Let us not run ourſelves int 
danger when we may be ſafe. Let us ſlid 
to the Foundation of Religion, the Articles 
our common belief, and build upon them Gol 
and Silver, and precious Stones, I mean, the v 
tues and actions of a good life; and if we wo 
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OraTioN the Third, 

do this, we ſhould not be apt to fet ſuch a 
value upon hay and ſtubble. If we would ſin- 
cerely endeavour to live holy and virtuous 
lives, we ſhould not need to caſt about for 


a Religion which may furniſh us with ea 
and indirect ways to get to Heaven. "0 


The End of the Third OR AT TON. 
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93 . Falſe Religion commonly pretends 
uo advantages on its fide, Anti- 
quity and Unerſality; and is 
wont to object to the true Religi- 

| on Novelty and Singularity: And 
It is very well worthy our obſervation, that 
one or both of theſe have always been the 
Exceptions of falſe Religions (eſpecially of Lo- 
latry and Superſtition) againſt the true Religion. 
The antient Idolaters of the World pretended 
their Religion to be antient and uni ver ſal, that 


Wiiicir Fathers ſerved theſe Gods, and that the 


Worſhip of the God of J/rae/ was a plain In- 
ovation upon the Antient and Catholick Reli- 
gion of the World, and that the very firſt Riſe 
and Original of it was within the memory of 
their Fathers: and no doubt they were almoſt 
perpetually upon the 7ews with that pert 
Queſtion, NMhere was your Religion before 
/"raham ? and telling them that is was the 
Religion of a very ſmall part and corner of 

the 
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the World, confined within a little Territory: 1 
But the great Nations of the World, the as 
Egyptians and Chaldeans, tamous for all hind of cc 
Knowledge and Wiſdom, and indeed all the m 
Nations round about them, worſhipped other 70 
Gods, and therefore it was an intolerable arro- H 


gance and ſingularity in them, to condenuW 42 
their Fathers and all the World, to be of al Re 
Religion different from all other Nations, and W 
thereby to ſeparate themſelves and make 
Schiſm from the reſt of Mankind. mi 
And when the Goſpel appeared in th ma 
World, which the Apoſtle to the Hebrews (to the 
prevent the ſcandal of that word) calls zhe fim NM. 
of Reformation, the Jeus and Heathen (til cio 
renewed the fame ObjeCtions againſt Chriſti itt 
anity. The Fews urged againſt it, not the fila: 
antient Scriptures and the true Word of God tur 
but that which they pretended to be of much thef 
greater Authority, the unwritten Word, tix for 


antient and conſtant Trad:tions of their Church, atte! 
and branded this new Religion with the nam fam: 
of Hereſy : After the way (faith St. Pauli tho 


that you Bll Hereſy, fo worſhip I the God of m ſand 


Fathers, beheving all things that are written forb 
in the Law and the Prophets. By which wel D 
ſee, that they of the Church of Rome wer ppl. 
not the firſt who call'd it Hereſy to reject hu with 
man Traditions and to make the Scripture: 
the Rule of Faith: this was done long before 


by their reverend Predeceſſors, the Scribes and 
Phariſees 
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Do. And the Gentiles, they pretended 


againſt it both Antiqui ty and Univer/ality, the 
conſtant belief and practice of all Ages, and al- 
moſt all Places of the World: Sequimur ma- 


fores noftros qui feliciter ſecuti ſunt ſuos, ſays 


Symmachus ; We follow our Forefathers, who 
happily followed theirs ; but you bring a new 
Religion, never known nor heard of in the 
World before. ' | 

And when the Chriſtian Religion was moſt 


miſerably depraved and corrupted, in that diſ- 


mal Night of Ignorance which over-ſpread 
theſe Weſtern Parts of the World about the 
Ninth and Tenth Centuries; and many perni- 
cious Doctrines and ſuperſtitious Practices were 
introduced, to the woful defacing of the Chri- 
ſtian Religion, and making it quite another 
thing from what our Saviour had left it; and 
theſe Corruptions and Abuſes had continued 
for ſeveral Ages ; no ſooner was a Reformation 
attempted, but the Church of Rome make the 
fame out- cry of Novelty and Singularity : And 
tho' we have ſubſtantially anſwered it a thou- 
ſand times, yet we cannot obtain of them to 
forbear that thread-bare Queſtion, Where was 


your Religion before Luther ? 1 ſhall therefore 


apply myſelf to anſwer theſe o Exceptions 
with all the brevity and clearneſs I can: And I 
ar that as to the 


Point of Univer ſality (tho' that be no wiſe 


ours 


* * 
„ —— XX 
2” > neon 


1. 
5 2 3 
* — „ * « «Th T 
4 hr entre oo ent or wang oy on” F 
PPTP 


jon 


. — 
2 5 ͤ 22 — 


66 
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ours is not inferior to theirs; if we take in the 
Chriſtians of all Ages, and of all parts of the 
World: Andas to the Point of Antiquity, that our 
Faith and the Doctrines of our Religion have 
clearly the Advantage of theirs; all our Faith 
being unqueſtionably antient, 7herrs not ſo. 

As to the Point of Untver/ality, which they of 
the Church of Rome, I know not for what Reaſon, 
will needs make an inſeparable Pro and 
Mark of the true Church. And they never flout 
at the Proteſtant Religion with ſo good a grace 
among the ignorant People, as when they are 


| bragging of their Numbers, and deſpiſing poor 


Proteſtancy becauſe embraced by ſo few: 
Thus peſtilent Northern Hereſy (as of late they 
ſcornfully call it) is entertained it ſeems only 
in this cold and cloudy Corner of the World, 
by a company of dull ſtupid People, that can 
neither penetrate into the proofs nor the poſ- 
ſibility of Tranſubſtantiation, whereas to the 
more refined Southern Wits all theſe difficult 


and obſcure Points are as clear as the Sun at 


Noon-Day. 

But to ſpeak to the thing it ſelf. If Num- 
ber be neceffary to prove the truth and good- 
neſs of any Religion, ours upon enquiry will 
be found not ſo inconſiderable as our Adver- 
faries would make it: Thoſe of the Reformed 
Religion, according to the moſt exact Calcula- 
tions that have been made by learned Men, 
being eſteemed not much unequal in number 

to 


: ORATION the Fourth. 
to thoſe of the Romiſb Perſuaſion, But then 


if we take in the antient Chriſtian Church, 


whoſe Faith was the ſame with ours; and other 
Chriſtian Churches at this day, which alto- 
gether are vaſtly greater and more numerous 
than the Roman Church, and which agree 
with us, ſeveral of them in very conſiderable 
Doctrines and Practices in diſpute between us 
and the Church of Rome, and all of them in 
diſclaiming that fundamental Point of the Ro- 
man Religion, and Sum of Chriſtianity (as Bel- 
larmine calls it) I mean the Supremacy of 
the Biſbop of Rome over all Chriſtians and 
Churches in the World, then the Number on 
our fide will be much greater than on theirs. 
But we will not ſtand upon this advan- 
tage with them, ſuppoſe we were by much 
the fewer. So hath the true Church of God 
often been, without any the leaſt prejudice to 
the truth of their Religion. What think we 
of the Church in Abraham's Time, which for 
ought we know was confined to one Family, 
and one ſmall Kingdom, that of Melcbiſedec 
King of Salem? What think we of it in 
Moſes's time, when it was confined to one 
People wandring in a Wilderneſs ? What of it 
in Elijab's Time, when beſides the two Tribes 
that worſhipped at Jeruſalem, there were in 
the other ten but even thouſand that had not 
bowed their knee to Baal? What in our Savi- 


our's Time, when the whole Chriſtan Church 
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conſiſted of twelve Apoſtles, and ſeventy Diſ- 
ciples, and ſome few Followers beſide? How 
would Bellarmine have deſpiſed this little Flock, 
becauſe it wanted one or two of his goodlieſt 
Marks of the true Church, Univerſality 
and Splendor * And what think we of the 
Chriſtian Church in the height of Aria- 
niſm and Pelagianiſm, when a great part of 
Chriſtendom was over-run with theſe Errors, 
and the number of the Orthodox was inconfi- 
derable in compariſon of the Hereticks? 
But what need I to urge theſe Inſtances?” As 
if the Truth of a Religion were to be eſtima- 
ted and carried by the major vote ; which as it 
can. be an Argument to none but Fools, ſo I 
dare fay no honeſt and wife Man ever made 


uſe of it, for a ſolid Proof of the Truth and 


Goodneſs of any Church or Religion. If Mul- 
titude be an Argument that Men are in the 
right, in vain then hath the Scripture faid, 
Thou ſhalt not follow a Multitude to do evil: 
For if this Argument be of any Force, the 
greater Number never go wrong. | 

As to the point of Antiquity. This is not 
always a certain Mark of the true Religion, 
For ſurely there was a time when Chriſtianity 
began and was a new Profeſſion, and then 
both Judaiſm and Paganiſm had certainly the 
advantage of it in point of Antiquity. But the 
proper Queſtion in this Caſe is, Which is the 
true antient Chriſtian Faith, that of the 


Church 


® 


Y 
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Church. of Rome or Ours? And to make 
this matter plain, it is to be conſidered that a 
great part of the Roman Faith is the fame with 
Ours: As, namely, the Articles of the Apoſtles 
Creed, as explained by the firſt four General 
Councils. And theſe make up our whole 
Faith, ſo far as concerns Matters of mere and 
ſimple Belief, that are of abſolute neceſſity to 
Salvation. And in this Faith of Ours, there is 


nothing wanting that can be ſhewn in any an- 


tient Greed of the Chriſtian Church. And 
thus far our Faith, and theirs of the Roman 
Church, are undoubtedly of equal Antiquity, 
that is, as antient as Chriſtianity itſelf, 

All the Queſtion is, as to the matters in dif- 
ference between us. The principal whereof 
are the twelve new Articles of the Creed of 
Pope Pius IV. concerning the Sacrifice of the 
Maſs, - Tranſubſtantiation, the Communion in 
ene kind only, Purgatory, &c. not one of which 
is to be found in any antient Creed or Confeſ- 
lon of Faith generally allowed in the Chriſtian 
Church. The Antiquity of theſe we deny, 
and affirm them to be Innovations, and have 
particularly proved them to be ſo, not only 
to the anſwering, but almoſt to the ſilencing 
of our Adverſaries. | 

And as for the negative Articles of the Pro- 
leſtant Religion, in oppoſition to the Errors 
and Corruptions of the Rom:/þ Faith, theſe are 
by accident become a part of our Faith and 
. S 2 Reli- 
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Religion, occaſioned by their Errors; as the 
renouncing of the Doctrines of Arianiſm be- 
came a part of the Catbolick Religion, after 
the riſe of that Hereſy. 

So that the Caſe is plainly this; We believe 
and teach all that is contained in the Creed; 


of the antient Chriſtian Church, and was by 


them eſteemed neceſſary to Salvation: And thi 
is our Religion. But now the Church of Rome 
hath innovated in the Chriſtian Religion, and 
made ſeveral Additions to it; and greatly cor- 
rupted it both in the Doctrines and Practice 
of it: And theſe Additions and Corruptions are 
their Religion, as it is diſtinct from ours; 

and both becauſe they are Corruptrons and 
Novelties, we have rejected them; and our 


_ Rejection of theſe is our Reformation: And 


our Reformation we grant (if this will do them 
any good) not to be fo antient as their Corrup- 
tions; all Reformation neceſſarily fu uppoin 
Corruptions and Errors to have been before it 


And now we are at a little better leiſure to 


anſwer that captious Queſtion of theirs, Where 
was your Religion before Luther? Wherever 
Chriſtianity was; in ſome places more pure, 
in others more ' corrupted ; Put Apechlhy i 

theſe Meſtern Parts of Chriſtendom over- grown 
for ſcveral Ages with manifold Errors and 
Corruptions, which the Reformation hath hap- 
pily cut off, and caſt away. So that tho our 


Reformation was as late as Lutber, our Religion 


i 


which Abraham 


OraTION he Fourth.” 
is as ancient as Chriſtianity itſelf, For when 
the Agditions which the Church of Rome hath 
made to the ancient Chriſtian Faith, and their 
Innovations in Practice are pared off, that 
which remains of their Religion is ours; and 
this they cannot deny to be every tittle of it 
the ancient Chriſtianity. SE 
And what other Anſwer than this could the 
1 have given to the like Queſtion, if it 
ad been put to them by the ancient Idolaters 
of the World, Where was your Religion before 
Abraham? But the very ſame in Subſtance 
which we now give to the Church of Rome ; 
that for many Ages the Worſhip of the one 


true God had been corrupted, and the Wor- 
ſhip of Idols had prevailed in a great part of 


the World; that Abraham was raiſed up by 
God to reform Religion, and to reduce the 


Worſhip of God to its firſt Inſtitution ; in the 
doing whereof, he neceſſarily ſeparated him- 
ſelf and his Family from the Communion of 
thoſe Idolaters. So that tho' the Reformation 
an was new, yet his Reli- 
gion was truly ancient; as old as that of Noab, 
and Enoch, and Adam. Which is the ſame 
in ſubſtance that we ſay, and with the ſame and 
equal Reaſon. 

And if they will ſtill complain of the New- 
neſs of our Reformation, fo do we too, and are 
heartily ſorry it began no ſooner ; but however 
better late than never. Beſides it qught to be 
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72 OR AT ION the Fourth, 

i conſidered, that this Objection of Novelty lies 
5 : againſt all Reformation whatſoever, tho' ever 
"4 ſo neceſſary, and tho' things be ever ſo much 
bs amiſs: And it is in effect to ſay, that if things 

| . be once bad, they muſt never be better, but 

1 muſt always remain as they are; for they can- 
A not be better, without being reformed, and a 

A Reformation muſt begin ſome time, and when- 
” ever it begins it is certainly new: So that if 


a real Reformation be made, the thing juſtifies 
itſelf, and no Objection of Novelty ought to 
4 take place againſt that which upon all accounts 
” was ſo fit and neceſſary to be done. And if 
they of the Church of Rome would but ſpeak 
their Mind out in this matter, they are not fo 
much diſpleaſed at the Reformation which we 
have made becauſe it is ne, as becauſe it is a 
Reformation, It was the humour of Babylon 
of old (as the Prophet tells us) that ſhe would 
not be healed; and this is ſtill the temper of the 
Church of Rome, they hate to be reformed ; 
and rather than acknowledge themſelves to have 
been once in an Error, they will continue in it 
for ever. And this is that which at firſt made, 
and ſtill continues, the Breach and Separation 
between us; of which we are no wile ' guilty 
who have only reformed what was amiſs, but 
they who obſtinately perſiſt in their Errors, 
and will needs impoſe them upon us, and will 
not let us be of their Communion, unleſs we 
will fay they are no Errors. | 
Tx You 
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You ſee then what are the Exceptions which 
Idolatry and Superſtition have always made, 
and do at this day ſtill make, againſt the true 
Religion; and how flight and inſignificant they 
are. 7 | 
But do we then charge the Church of Rome 
with Idolatry ? Our Church moſt certainly does 
ſo, and hath always done it from the begin- 
ning of the Reformation; in her Homilies and 
Liturgy, and Canons, and in the Writings of 
her beſt and ableſt Champions, And tho' I 
have, as impartially as I could, conſidered 
what hath been ſaid on both fides in this Con- 
troverſy ; yet, I muſt confeſs, I could never yet 
ſee any tolerable defence made by them againſt 
this heavy Charge. And they themſelves ac- 
knowledge themſelves to be greatly under the 
ſuſpicion of it, by ſaying (as Cardinal Perran 
ind others do) that the Primitive Chriſtians 
for ſome Ages did neither worſhip Images, 
dor pray to Saints, for fear of being thought 


to approach too near the Heathen Idolatry: 


And, which is yet more, divers of their moſt 


— 


dolatry, we ſhould preſently deny our Senſes, 
nd believe Tranſubſtantiation ; and if we do 
ot believe this, they grant we have reaſon to 

rge them with Idolatry. But 
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really a Man, tho' he have the Plague upo 


themſelves, it is fit they ſhould be told that ther 


ORAT TON #he Fourth. 
But we own them to be a true Church; 


which they cannot be, if they be guilty of fl - 
Idolatry. This they often urge us withal, and ; 
there ſeems at firſt ſight to be ſomething in it: 
And for that reafon I ſhall endeavour to give : 
ſo clear and ſatisfactory an Anſwer to it, as that | 
Fou may never more be troubled with it. g 


The truth is, we would fain hope, becauſe 
they ſtill retain the Eſſentials of Chriſtianity, 
and profeſs to believe all the Articles of the 
Chriſtian Faith, that notwithſtanding their Cor- 
ruptions they may ſtill retain the true Eſſence 
of a Church: As a Man may be truly and 


him, and for that reaſon be fit to be avoidet 
by all that wiſh well to themſelves. 

But if this will not do, we cannot help it 
Therefore to puſh the matter home; Are the 
ſure that this is a firm and good Conſequence 
That , they be Tdolaters, they cannot be a tri 
Church ? Then let them look to it. Tt is they 
J take it, that are concerned to prove them 
ſelves a true Church, and not we to prove] 
for them. And if they will not underſtand it« 


is a great difference between Conceſſions of Clu 


rity.and of Neceſſity, and that a very differ 


uſe ought to be made of them. We are wil G, 


to think the beſt of them; but if they diflit 
our Charity in this point, -\othing againſt ** 
hair: If they will forgive us this Injury, Wl 

; V 


ORaTioN He Pourth. 
will not offend them any more: But rather 
than have any further difference with them 
about this matter, we will for quietneſs fake 
compound it thus; That till they can clearly 
acquit themſelves from being Idolaters, they 


ſhall never more againſt their Wills be eſteemed 


a true Church. 


And now if it ſeem good to us, to put our 


Necks once more under that Yoke which our 
Fathers were not able to bear: If it be really 
a Preferment to a Prince to hold the Pope's 
Stirrup, and a Privilege to be depoſed by him at 
his Pleaſure, and a Courteſy to be kill'd at his 
Command: If to pray without Underſtanding, 
and to obey without Reaſon, and to believe 
againſt Senſe ; if Ignorance, and implicit Faith, 
and an Inquifition, be in good earneſt ſuch 
charming and deſirable things: Then welcome 
Popery ; which, wherever thou comeſt, doſt 
infallibly bring all theſe wonderful Privileges and 
Bleſſings along with thee. 

But, the Queſtion is not now about the 
Choice but the' Change of our Religion, after 
we have been ſo long ſettled in the quiet poſ- 
ſeſſion and enjoyment of it. Men are very 
loth to change even a falſe Religion. Hath a 
Nation changed their Gods, which yet are no 
Gods ? Abd Torely there is much more reaſon 
why we ſhould be tenacious of the Truth, an 
hold. faſt that which is good. 


We 
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We have the beſt Religion in the World, 
the very fame which the Son of God revealed, 
which the Apoſtles planted and confirmed by 
Miracles, and which the noble Army of Martyrs 


ſealed with their Blood; and we have re- 


trenched from it all falſe Dectrines and ſuper- 
ſtitious Practices, which have been added ſince, 
And I think we may without Immodeſty fay, 
That upon the plain Square of Scripture and 
Reaſon, of the Tradition and Practice of the 
firſt and beſt Ages of the Chriſtian Church, 
we have fully juſtified Our Religion; and made 
it evident to the World, that our Adverſaries 
are put to very hard Shifts, and upon a perpe- 
tual Diſadvantage in the defence of Therrs, 


The End of the Fourth ORAT1o0N. 
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N ELIG ION is a matter of vaſt Con- 
R [2 8 cernment; and therefore not to be 
XG bargained away and parted with by 
os for the greateſt things this World 
can offer. There is no greater ſign 
of a ſordid Spirit, than to put a high Value 
upon things of little worth; and no greater 


mark of Folly, than to make an unequal Bar- 


gain, to part with things of greateſt price, for 
E lender and trifling Conſideration : As if a 
Man of great fortune and eſtate, ſhould fell 
the Inheritance of it for a picture, which, 
when he hath it, will not perhaps yield ſo 
much as will maintain him for one year. And 
the Folly is ſo much the greater in things of in- 
finitely greater value; as for a Man to quit 
God and Religion, to ſell the Truth and his 
Soul, and, for any condition which the fooliſh 
language of this world calls high or great, to 
part with his everlaſting Inheritance: for the 
things which ſuch Men * with, God, _ 
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_ ORarT1oN the Fifth. 
his Truth, and Religion, are, to thoſe why ſud 


underſtand themſelves, and the juſt value of | ©. 
their immortal Souls, things of ineſtimabke I= 


worth, and not to be parted with by a con- 3 
ſiderate Man for any price that this World vl 


can bid. 4 

We enjoy at preſent (bleſſed be the Good- I 
neſs of God to us) freedom from evil and 
ſuffering; but yet God alone knows, what 
Storms the Devil may yet raiſe in the world, Men 


before the end of it; and therefore it concerns U 
all Chriſtians, in all times and places, who 4P 
have taken upon them the Profeſſion of Chriſt's | 
true Religion, to conſider well beforchand, and 


to calculate the dangers and ſufferings it may 
expoſe them to, and to arm our ſelves with 185 
Reſolution and Patience againſt the fierceſt N 
Aſſaults of Temptation; conſidering the ſhort- 
neſs of all temporal Afflictions and Suffering, 
in compariſon of the eternal and glorious Re- 
ward of them; and the lightneſs of them too, 
in compariſon of the endleſs and intolerable 
Torments of another World; to which every 
Man expoſeth himſelf, who forſakes God, and 
renounces his Truth, and wounds his Conſcience, 
to avoid temporal Sufferings. | 

And though fear, in many Caſes, eſpecially 
if it be of Death and extreme Sufferings, be a 
great excuſe for ſeveral Actions, becauſe it may 
happen to a reſolute Man: Yet in this cafe of 


renouncing our Religion (unleſs it be very 
ſudden 


title 
Chu 
hone 
Cauſ 
can 
not | 
tions 


Book 


a 2. E 8 


1 Ne 
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O RAT ION the Fifth. 


ho ſudden and ſurpriſing, out of which a Man 
0 recovers himſelf when he comes to himſelf, 


pie [ St. Peter did; or the Suffering be ſo ex- 
TY treme as to put a Man beſides. himſelf for 


la te time, fo as to make him fay or do any 
orig dung) I fay in this caſe of renouncing God 
and his Truth, God will not admit feer for a 


= juſt Excuſe of our Apoſtacy ; which, if it be 
fr unrepented of (and the Scripture ſpeaks of Re- 


1; Noentance in that caſe as very difficult) will be 
I our ruin. And the reaſon is, becauſe God has 
given us ſuch fair warning of it, that we ma 
ns be Prepared for it, in the reſolution of our 
= Minds; and we enter into Religion upon theſe 
terms, with a profeſſed expectation of ſuffer- 

i ng, and a firm purpoſe to lay down our Lives 
* for the Truth, if God ſhall call us to it. 
Now the Faith and Religion which we 
; profeſs, and which by God's Grace, we have 
Ns Wi long held faſt, is that which hath been ac- 
nowledged by all Chriſtian Churches in all 

Me Bet to have been the antient catholick and 
” oboſtolick Faith, and cannot, as to any part or 
* little of it, be denied to be fo, even by the 
church of Nome itſelf. Nay, we have that 
nt ¶boneſt Confidence of the Grodack of our 
ty NCauſe and Religion, that we do not fear what 
9 an be faid againſt it; and therefore we do 

not forbid our People to examine the Objec- 


_ tions of our Adverſaries, and to read the beſt 
„book they can write againſt it. . 
* | | But 
dden 1 
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ORAT TON the Fifth. 
But yet notwithſtanding this our honeſt Can- 
fidence of its Truth and Goodneſs, who have 


throughly examined it, there are tue things 


which Proteſtants in general are to be more 
particularly upon their Guard againſt, viz.” 

All vain promiſes of being put into a ſafer 
Condition, and groundleſs hopes of getting to 


Heaven upon eafier terms in another Religion. 


And 
All the cunning Arts and Infinuations of buj 


and diſputing Men, whoſe defign it is to unhinge| 


Men from their Religion, and to gain Prot. 
lytes to their own Party and Faction. 
For God hath plainly declared to us in the 


holy Scriptures? upon what Terms and Con- 


ditions we may obtain eternal Life and Hap- 
pineſs, and what will certainly exclude us from 
it; That, except wwe repent (that is) without 


true Contrition for our Sins, and forſaking 


them, wwe ſhall periſh; That, without Hol. 


neſs no Man ſhall ſee the Lord; that, no Form-J 


cator, or Adulterer, or Idolater, or covetou' 
Perſon, nor any one that lives in the practice 
of ſuch Sins, ſhall have any Inheritance in the 


Kingdom of God and of Chrift, There is w} 


great and unpaſſable a gulph fixed between 
Heaven and a wicked Man, as there is betwixt 
Heaven and Hell. And when Men have done 
all they can to debauch and corrupt the 
Chriſtian Doctrine, it is impoſſible to recon- 


cile a wicked Life with any reaſonable and 


well- 


OAATION the Fifth. 


well-grounded hopes of Happineſs in another 
World. No Church hath that Privilege, to 
fave a Man upon any other terms, than thoſe 
which our bleſſed Saviour hath declared in his 
holy Goſpel. All Religions are equal in 
this, that a bad Man can be ſaved in none of 
them. 


The Church of Rome pretends thei Church 


and Religion to be the only ſafe and ſure 
way to Salvation; and yet, if their Doctrine 
be true, concerning the intention of the Prieſt, 
(and if it be not, they are much to blame 
in making it an Article of their Faith) I 
lay, if it be true, that the Intention of the 
Prieſt js neceſſary to the validity and virtue 
of the Sacraments; then there is no Reli- 


gion in the World that runs the Salvation of 


Men upon more and greater Hazards and 
Uncertainties, and ſuch as by no Care and 
Diligence of Man in working out his own 
Salvation, are to be avoided and pre- 
vented. 

As for the eafier terms of Salvation which 
they offer to Men, they ſignify nothing, it 
they be not able to make them good ; which 
no Man can” reaſonably believe they can do, 
that hath read the Bible, and doth in any 
good meaſure underſtand the Nature of God, 
and the Deſign of Religion. For inſtance, 
that after the long courſe of a moſt lewd 


and flagitious Life, a Man may be recon- 
| —Þ ciled 


* 


81 


Ca — <> A} 
—_ : 
. 
4 


< 0148, 0" vv EY notre 3 
* 2 — I 
= — — 


— . T6 a 
Ws. * 42 -< «TE * wa 
_ ⁊qũü—ü—— ——ꝗ — 


ORATION the Fifth. 


ciled to God, and have his Sins forgiven 
at the laſt Gaſp, upon confeſſion of them 
to the Prieſt, with that imperfect degree of 
Contrition for them, which they call Attri- 


tion, together with the Abſoluton of the 


Prieſt. | 

Now this Attrition is a trouble for Sin, 
merely for fear of the Puniſhment of it, 
And this, together with Confeſſion, and the 
Abſolution of the Prieſt, without any hatred 
of Sin for the evil and contrariety of it to 
the holy Nature and Law of God, and the 
leaſt ſpark of Love to God, will 3 
to them) do the poor Sinner's Buſineſs, and 
put him into a State of Grace and Salva- 
tion, without any other grace or diſpoſititon 
for Salvation, but only the fear of Hell and 
Damnation. This I confeſs, is eaſy: But 
the great Difficulty is, to believe it to be 
true. And certainly no Man that ever ſeri- 


ouſly conſidered the Nature of God and Re- 


ligion, can ever be perſuaded to build the 
hopes of his Salvation upon ſuch a Qxicl- 


ſand. No — the Abſolution of all the 


Prieſts in the World will not procure the For- 
giveneſs of God for any Man, that is not 
diſpoſed for his Mercy by ſuch a Repentance, 
as the Goſpel requires; which, I am ſure, 
is very different from that which they mean 
by Attrition, | | 
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ORAT ION he Fifth. 

They that offer Heaven to Men upon ſo 
very large and looſe terms, give great cauſe 
to ſuſpect, that they will never make good 
their offer; the terms are ſo unreaſonably 
cheap and eaſy, that there muſt be ſome fraud 
and falſe dealing. And on the other hand, 
nothing ought to recommend our Religion 
more to a wiſe and conſiderate Man, than 
that the terms of Salvation which we propoſe 
to Men, namely, Faith and Repentance, and 
a ſincere Obedience to the Precepts of the 
Goſpel, manifeſted in the courſe of a holy and 


virtuous Life, are not only perfectly agree- 


able to the plain and conſtant declaration of 
holy Scripture; but do likewiſe naturally tend 
to engage men moſt effectually to a good life, 
and thereby to make them meet to be made 


partakers of the inberitance of the Saints in 


ligbt. And therefore every body ought to be 
atraid of a Religion, which makes ſuch laviſh 
offers of Salvation, and to take heed how he 
ventures his Soul upon them. For if, after all 
the hopes that are given of Salvation upon 
ſuch and ſuch terms, the poor Sinner doth re- 
ally miſcarry and miſs of Heaven; it is but 
very ill comfort to him to be put into a Fool's 
Paradiſe, for a minute or two before he 


leaves the Word, and the next moment af- 


ter to find himſelf in the place of tor- 


ments. 


* 


F 2 In 


. Oxrar1oN the Fifth. 
In the next place, Proteſtants are to be ag 
much upon their guard, againſt all the cun 
ning Arts and Infinuationt of buſy and dif. 
puting men, whoſe deſign it is to unhinge men 
from their Religion, and to gain proſelytes to 
their party and faction. 
And they ought to be the more careful of 
themſelves; becauſe there never was a time 
wherein ſeducing Spirits were more bold and 
buſy to pervert men from the Truth. Againſt 
theſe they ſhould hold faſt their Religion, as 
a Man would do his money in a crowd. It 
paſſeth in the World for a great mark of 
Folly, when a Man and his Money are ſoon 
arted: but it is a ſign of much greater 
Folly, for a Man eaſily to quit his Religion; 
eſpecially to be caught by ſome ſuch groſs 
methods, as the Seducers I am ſpeaking of, 
commonly uſe, and which lic ſo very open to 
ſuſpicion ; ſuch as ill-deſigning Men are wont 
to practiſe upon a young Heir, when they 
have infinuated themſelves into his company, 
to make a prey of him: They charge him 
to tell no body in what company he hath 
been; nor to ask the counſel and advice of 
his friends concerning what they have been 
. perſuading him to; becauſe they, for their 
1 own intereſt, will be ſure to diſſuade him 
from it. Juſt thus do theſe Seducers practiſe 
upon weak people. They charge them not 
to acquaint their Miniſter, with whom they 
| | have 
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O NATION e Fifth. © 85 
have been; nor what diſcourſe they have had 
about Religion; nor what books have been 
put into their hands; becauſe then, all their 
kind Deſign and Intention towards them will 
be defeated. But above all, they muſt be 
ſure to read no books on the other fide, be- 
cauſe hey are no competent judges of points 

of Faith; and this reading on both ſides will 
rather confound than clear their underſtand- 
ings. They tell them, that they have ſtated 
the matter truly, and would not for all the 
world deceive them; and they may eaſily per- 
ceive by their earneſt application to them, 
that nothing but Charity and a paſſionate de- 
fire of the Salvation: of their Souls, makes 
them take all theſe pains with them. But 
310n; this is fo groſs a way of proceeding, that any 
grok Man of common underſtanding muſt needs 
g of, diſcern by this kind treatment, that theſe Men 
n to can have no honeſt deſign upon them. 
wont Let us come then to a more particular con- 
they ſideration of the Arts and Methods which 
Aany, they, of the Church of Rome, uſe, in making 
him Proſelytes to them. 
hath W One Art conſiſts. in allowing them to be 
e of very competent and ſufficient Judges for them- 
been ſelves, in the choice of their Church and 
their Religion, (that is, which is the true Church 
him and Religion, in which alone Salvation is to 
ctiſe be had) and yet telling them at the ſame 
not time, that they are utterly incapable of judg- 
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OraTION he Fifth. 
ing of particular Doctrines and Points of Faith 
and Practice; but for theſe they muſt rely upon 
the judgment of an infallible Church, when 
they are 'in it; otherwiſe they will certainly 
run into damnable errors and miſtakes about 
theſe things. oy. 

And indeed, they muſt of neceſſity allow 
them to be ſufficient Judges for themſelves in 
the choice of their Religion, as will be evi- 
dent, by conſidering in what method they pro- 
ceed with their intended Proſelyte. | 

They propoſe to him to change his Church 
and his Religion, becauſe he is in the wrong; 
and they will ſhew him à better, and ſuch a 
3 one as is the only true one, and in which 
"31 alone Salvation 1s to be had. To perſuade 
1 him to this, they offer ſome Reaſons and 
5 Arguments, or give him Books to read, con- 
taining Arguments to move him to make 
{x this change, to ſatisfy him of the reaſona- 
. bleneſs, and to convince him of the neceſſity 
wy. OE Rt. 

1 Now by this way of proceeding (and they 
can take no other) they do, whether they 
i will or no, make the Perſon, whom they are 
| 


= > ws $6 on... 


endeavouring to convert, a Judge for him- 

ſelf, which Church and Religion is bet; 
. that which they would have him embrace, 
N and come over to, or that which they would 
vt perſuade him to forſake. For to what end 
1 elſe do they offer him Reaſons and Argu- 
| ments 
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OrarTION. rhe Fifth. 


ments to perſuade him to leave our Church, 
and come over to theirs; but that he may 
_ conſider the force and weight of them; and 
having conſider d them, may judge whether 
they be of force ſufficient to over-rule him to 
make this change ? | 
But is there any Senſe in all this, that a 
Man. ſhould be very fit and able to judge of 
that which they eſteem the main and fun- 
damental point of all, namely, which is the 
true Church and Religion; and yet ſhould 
be wholly unable to judge of particular points 
of Faith; or of the true Senſe of any Texts 
of Scripture that can be produced for the 
proofs of thoſe Points? As if there were a 
certain Judgment and Prudence, peculiar to 
this caſe; and all Mens Underſtandings were 
ſo framed, as to be very judicious and dif- 
cerning in this main Point of Religion; but to 
Is be weak and dangerous, and blind, as to all 
ity particular ones: or, as if a Man might have a 
very good Judgment, and be fit to be truſted 
and rely'd upon, before he come into their 


wc Church; but from the very moment he enters 
are into it, his Judgment were quite loſt and good 
m- for nothing. A very tempting Argument truly 
ſt; to any Man that hath Judgment, to enter into 
e. that Church! N | 
* Another Art they uſe with their intended 
ad Proſelyte, in order to his making a right if 
u- choice of his Religion, is to caution him, to ij 
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O RAT TON the Fifth. 


hear and read only the Arguments and Books 


which are on one ſide: which methinks, is 
putting a very odd condition, and untoward 
reſtraint upon this Judge of his Religion. For, 


will any Man admit this way of proceeding in 
a temporal caſe? This is juſt as if in a Cauſe 
of the greateſt conſequence, the Council on 
one ſide ſhould go about to perſuade the Judge, 
that it is only fit to hear what he hath to fay in 
the caſe; that he will open it very plainly, and 
ſtate the Matter in difference ſo clearly and 
impartially, and bring ſuch ſtrong Reaſons and 
Proofs for what he ſays, that he (the Judge) 
ſhall not need to hear any thing on the other 
fide, but may proceed to Judgment without 
any more ado: But if, when the matter is 
thus laid before him ſo plainly, and is even 
ripe for Judgment, he will trouble himſelf 
needleſly to hear the other fide ; this will caſt 
them back where they firſt began, and bring 
the matter to an endleſs Wrangling, and fo 
eonfoud and puzzle his Underſtanding, that 
he ſhall never be able to paſs any clear Judg- 
ment in the Cauſe. 

What think we would a Judge ſay to ſuch 
a bold and ſenſeleſs pleader? The Caſe is the 
ſame, and the Abſurdity every whit as groſs 


and palpable, in preſſing any Man to make a 


judgment in a matter which infinitely more 


concerns him, upon hearing only the Reaſons 


and Arguments on one fide, 
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O RAT LON the Fifth. 

Another Art which they uſe in making Pro- 
ſelytes, is to poſſeſs them with the notion, that 
there is but one thing that they are mainly con- 
cern'd to inquire into, and that is this; Since 
there is but one true Catholick Church of 
<< Chriſt upon earth, out of which there is no 
6 Salvation; which that Church is? And 
when they have found that out, that will teach 
them in a moſt infallible way the true Faith 


and Religion, and all things that are neceſlary 


to be believed or done by them, in order to 


their Salvation; ſo that they have nothing to 


do, but to fatisfy themſelves in this ſingle En- 
quiry, Which is the true Catholick Church 
« of Chriſt?” This (they tell them) is the 
one thing neceſſary; and when they have 
found out this, and are fatisfied about it, they 
need to enquire no farther ; this Church will 
fully inſtruct and fatisfy them in all other 
things, | 1 
And this I cannot deny to be a very artifi- 
cial way of proceeding; and to ſerve their 
purpoſes very well; for they have theſe great 
Advantages from it, v/z. That it makes the 
work ſhort, and ſaves them a great deal of 
labour, by bringing the whole buſineſs to one 
fingle Enquiry: And beſides, by this Method, 
they divert and keep off their Proſelytes from 
the many Objections to their Church and Re- 
ligion, namely, the Errors and Corruptions 
which we charge them withal. And _ 
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they have gain'd this Point, and perſuaded | 
. that this ſingle Queſtion i is all that theß 
need to be fatisfied in; then they have nothin | 
to do, but to ply and puzzle the Man with 
their Motives of Credibility, ang Marks of 
= the true Church; and to ſhew, as well as 
= they can, how theſe Marks agree to their 
—_— Church, and are all to be found in it, and no 
other; and to ſet out to the beſt advantage 
the glorious Privileges of their Church, the 
miraculous things that have been, and are ſtill 
daily done in it, and the innumerable multi- 
tude of their Saints and Martyrs; and if theſe 
general things take and fink into them, their 
work is in effect done. 
But how convenient and advantageous ſo- 
ever this may be to them, it is, I am ſure, very I ur 
unreaſonable in itſelf, 3 
For, in fact, the true Church doth not con- co 
Ritute and make the true chriſtian Faith and III ,, 
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—_— Doctrine; but it is the true chriſtian Faith and 0 
_— Doctrine, the profeſſion whereof makes the * 
—_—_— true Church; and therefore, in reaſon and or- the 

| f der of nature, the firft Enquiry muſt be, what the 
[ is the true Faith and Doctrine of Chriſt, I gr 
which by him was delivered to the Apoſtles, ¶ nec 
| and by them publiſhed and made known to put 


the world, and by their writings tranſmitted IF twe 
and conveyed down to us? And this being this 


ll found, every Socicty of Chriſtians which holds 
3 this Doctrine, is a true Part of the Catholick 
1 Church; 
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ded Church; and all the Chriſtians throughout the 
they world that agree in this Doctrine are the one 
hing true Catholick Church. ö 
with Moreover, the Inquiry about the true Church 
s of can have no Tfve, even according to their own 
| as proceeding, without a due examination of the 
heir particular doctrines and praCtices of that Church, 
| no the Communion whereof they would perſuade 
tage IF a Man to embrace, For one of their principal 
the marks of the true Church is this; that the 
Tall Faith. and Doctrine of it be agreeable to the 
ulti- W Doctrine of the primitive and A poſtolick Church, 
heſe (that is) to the Doctrine delivered by our Savi- 
their WJ our and his A Apoſtles : And this their moſt able 
and famous champion Bellarmine makes one of 
 10- ¶ the marks of the true Church. And they muſt 
very unavoidably make it ſo; becauſe the true Faith 
and doctrine of Chriſt is that which indeed 
con- conſtitutes the true Church. But if this be 
and an eſſential mark of the true Church, then no 
and WW man can poſſibly know the Church of Rome 
the to be the true Church, till he has examined 
or- the particular doctrines and practices of it, and 
what the agreement of them with the primitive Do- 
wiſt, W &rine and Practice of Chriſtianity ; and this 
ſtles, neceſſarily draws on and engages them in a diſ- 
n to pute of the particular points and differences be- 
itted tween us, which is the very thing which by 
being this conch method they ſeek to avoid. 
2010s Here then we fix our foot; that the ſingle 
olick queſtion and point, upon which they would 
rch; put the whole iſſue of the matter, cannot 
poſſibly 
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poſſibly be brought to any reaſonable iſſue, 
without a diſcuſſion and examination of the 
points in difference betwixt their Church and 


ours: And when they can make out theſe to be 


agreeable to the primitive Doctrine and Practice 
of the Chriſtian Church, we have reaſon to be 
ſatisfied, that the Church of Rome is a Church 
in the Communion whereof a Man may be ſafe: 
But till that be made out, they have done no- 
thing to perſuade Men that underſtand them- 
ſelves, that. it is ſafe, much leſs neceſſary to 

be of their Communion. But if dard 


points muſt be diſcuſſed and cleared, before 


a Man can be ſatisfied in the Inquiry after 


the true Church; then they muſt allow their 


intended Convert to be a Judge likewiſe of 


particular points; and if he be ſufficient for 


that too, before he comes into that Church, 


J do not fee of what uſe the Infallibility of 


the Church will be to him, when he is in it. 

Once more 
Chriſt hath always a viſible Church upon 
Earth; and that they can ſhew a Church, 
which, from the Time of Chriſt and his 
Apoſtles, hath always made a viſible Profeſ- 
ſion of the ſame Doctrines and Practices which 


are now believed and practiſed in the Church 


of Rome; but that we can ſhew no viſible 


Church, that from the Time of Chriſt and 


his Apoſtles hath always oppoſed the Church 


of Rp: ne, in thoſe Doctrines and Practices 
which 


They artfully inſinuate, that 


like old Babylon, That ſhe is a Lady for even; 


ORATION the Fifth. 


which we now revile and find fault with in 
their Church. e | 

That Chriſt hath always had, and ever 
ſhall have, to the End of the World, a viſible 
Church, profeſſing and practiſing his true 
Faith and Religion, is agreed on both fides : 
But we fay, that he hath no where promiſed, 
that this Church ſhall be free from all Errors 
and Corruptions in Faith and Practice. This 
the Churches planted by the Apoſtles them- 
ſelves were not, even in their times, and during 
their abode among them ; and yet they were 
true parts of the Chriſtian Catholick Church. In 
the following Ages, Errors and Corruptions and 
Superſtitions did by degrees creep in and grow 
up in ſeveral parts of the Church; as St. Auguſtin, 
and others of the Fathers complain of in their 
Times. Since that, ſeveral famous Parts of 
the Chriſtian Church, both in Afa and Africa, 
have not only been greatly corrupted, but 


have apoſtatiz'd from the Faith; fo that in 


many places there are hardly any Footſteps of 
Chriſtianity left among them. But yet till 


Chriſt hath had in all theſe Ages a viſible 


Church upon Earth ; though perhaps no Part 
of it at all Times free from ſome Errors and 
Corruptions; and in ſeveral Parts of it great 
Corruptions both in Faith and Practice; and 
in none I think more and longer than in the 


Church of Rome, for all ſhe boaſts herſelf, 
and 
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and ſays in her Heart, I am, and none elſe be. t 
des me; and like the Church of Laodicea, C 
which faid, J am rich, and increaſed witb th 
Goods, and have need of nothing; when the Ir 
Spirit of God faith, that ſhe was wretched, and i th 
miſerable, and poor, and blind, and naked; and Y $: 
Ene 1t not. | an 
And thus the Church of Rome boaſts, that | 
ſhe hath in all Ages been the true viſible 
Church of Chriſt, (and none beſides her) free 
from all Errors in Doctrine, and Corruptions 
in Practice; and that from the Age of Chriſt, 
and his Apoſtles, ſhe hath always profeſſed the 


at this day. But can any thing be more ſhame- | 
leſs than this? Did they always believe Tran- 
ſubſtantiation? let their Pope Gelgſius ſpeak 
for them; who expreſly denies, that in the | 
Sacrament there is any ſubſtantial Change of 
the Bread and Wine into the Body and Blood 
of Chriſt. Was this always an Article of 
their Faith, and neceſſary to be believed by all | 
Chriſtians? let Scotus and ſeveral other of their 
Schoolmen and learned Writers ſpeak for them, 
Was Purgatory always believed in the Roman 
Church, as it is now defined in the Council 
of Trent? let ſeveral of. their learned Men 
ſpeak. In what Father, in what Council be- 
fore that of Trent, do they find Chriſt to have 
inſtituted juſt ſeven Sacraments, neither more 
nor leſs? And for practices in their RO 
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they themſelves will not ſay, that in the ancient 
Church the Scriptures were withheld from 
the People, and lock'd up in an unknown 
Tongue ; and that the publick Service of God, 
the Prayers and Leflons were read, and the 
Sacraments celebrated in an unknown Tongue; 
and that the Sacrament of the Lord's Supper 
was given to the People only in one kind. 
Where do they find in holy Scripture, or in 
the doctrine and practice of the ancient Chri- 
ſtan Church, any command or example for 


the Worſhip of Images; for the Invocation 


of Saints and Angels, and the bleſſed Virgin; 
which do now make a great part of their 
Religion? ' Nay, is not the Doctrine of the 
Scriptures, and of the ancient Fathers, plainly 
againſt all theſe practices? With what face 
then can it be ſaid, that the Church of Rome 
hath made a conſtant viſible profeſſion of the 
lame Faith and Practice in all Ages, from the 
time of Chriſt and his Apoſtles? Or would 
the primitive Church of Rome, if it ſhould 
now vifit the Earth again, own the preſent 


Church of Rome to be the ſame in all matters 


of Faith and Practice, that it was when they 
left it? 


And whereas they demand of us, to ſhew 


a viſible Church from the time of Chriſt and 
his Apoſtles, that hath always oppoſed the 
Church of Roma in thoſe points A Doctrine 
and Practice which we object to them ; what 

can 
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ORATION e Fifth. 
can be more impertinent than this demand: 
when they know, that in all theſe points we 
charge them with innovations in matters of 
Faith and Practice, and ſay, that thoſe things 
came in by degrees, ſeveral Ages after the 


Apoſtles time, ſome ſooner, ſome later; as we 
are able to make good, and have done it. And 


would they have us thew them a viſible Church, 


that oppoſed theſe Errors and Corruptions in 
their Church, before ever they appeared ? This 
indeed we do not pretend to ſhew. And 
ſuppoſing they had not been at all oppoſed, 
when they appeared, nor a long time after, 
not till the Reformation; yet if they be Errors 
and Corruptions of the Chriſtian Doctrine, 


and contrary to the holy Scriptures, and to the 


Faith and Practice of the primitive Church; 
there is no preſcription againſt Truth. ITI 
never too late for any Church to reject thoſe 


Errors and Corruptions, and to reform itſelf | 


from them. 
The bottom of all this matter is, they would 


have us to ſhew them a Society of Chriſtians, 
that in all Ages have preſerved itſelf free from 


all ſuch Errors and Corruptions as we charge 
them withal; or elſe to deny the perpetual 


Viſibility of the Catholick Church. Alas! no 
ſuch matter. We ſay, the Church of Chriſt 
hath always been viſible in every Age fince 
Chriſt's time; and that the ſeveral Societies 
of Chriſtians, profedling the Chriſtian Doctrine, 


and 


Fifth. 


OrartoN he 


and Laws of Chriſt, have made up the Catho- 


lick Church; ſome parts whereof have in ſe- 
veral Ages fallen into great Errors and Cor- 
ruptions; and no part of the Catholick into 
more and greater than the Church of Rome ; 
ſo that it requires the utmoſt of our Charity, 
to think that they are a true, tho' a very un- 
ſound and corrupt part of the Catholick Church 


of Chriſt. 


We acknowledge likewiſe, that we were 
once involved in the like Degeneracy; but by 
the Mercy of God, and pious Care and Pru- 
dence of thoſe that were in Authority, are 
happily reſcued out of it: And tho' we were 
not out of the Catholick Church before; yet 
ſince our Reformation from the Errors and 
Corruptions of the Church of Rome, we are 
in it upon better Terms, and are a much 
ſounder part of it; and J hope, by the Mercy 
and Goodneſs of God, we ſhall for ever con- 
tinue ſo. : 


FS 
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JD ARE apply to Protęſtants in the 
words of St. Peter, I teſtify unto 
you, that this is the true grace of 
God wherein you ſtand; that the 
Reformed Religion which we pro- 
feſs, and which by the goodneſs of God is by 
law eſtabliſhed in this nation, is the true an- 
tient Chriſtianity, the faith which was ar fir/t 
delivered to the Saints, and which is conveyed 
down to us in the Writings of the Apoſtles 
and the Evangeliſts of our Lord and Saviour: 
And tho' the Church of Rome preſumes to 
boaſt herſelf the Mother and Miſtreſs of all 
Churches, yet I doubt not to make it appear to 
any unprejudiced perſon, that our Religion 
hath many clear advantages of theirs, not only 
very conſiderable in themſelves, but alſo very 
obvious and diſcernible to an ordinary capacity, 
upon the very firſt propoſal of them. 

Our Religion agrees perfectly with the 
Scriptures, and all points both of our Belief 
G 2 and 
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and Practice, eſteemed by us as 0 to 
Salvation, are therein contained, even our ene- 
mies themſelves being judges. We worſhip 
the Lord our God, and him only do we ſerve. 
| We do not fall down before Images and wor- 
| ſhip them: We addreſs all Prayers to God 
alone, by the only mediation and interceſſion 
of his Son Jeſus Chriſt, as he himſelf hath 
given us commandment, and as St. Paul doth 
plainly direct, giving us this plain and ſubſtan- 
tial reaſon for it, becauſe as there is but one 
God, fo there is but one mediator between God 
and man, the man Chriſt Jeſüs. 
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5 be publick worſhip and ſervice of God is 
= performed by us in a language which we un- 
=_ derſtand, according to St. Paul's expreſs order 

5 . and direction, and the univerſal practice of the 
r antient Church, and the nature and reaſon of 
1 the thing itſell. We adminiſter the Sacra- 
EE ment of the Lord's Supper in both kinds, ac- 

6 cording to our Saviour's example and plain i in- 

1 ſtitution, and the continual practice of all the 

I Chriſtian Churches in the world, for above a 

RH _ thouſand years. | 
— We believe nothing as neceſſary to Salva- 
— tion, but what hath been owned in all ages to 

5 be the Chriſtian Doctrine, and is acknow- 

1 ledged to be ſo by the Church of Rome itſelf: 


And we receive the whole Faith of the primi- 
tive Chriſtian Church, namely, whatever 1s 
contained in the Apoſtle 5 Creed, and in the 

| Expli- 
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Explications of that, in the Creeds of the four 
firſt General Councils. By which it plainly 
appears, that all the points of Faith in diffe- 


rence betwixt us and the Church of Rome, 


are mere Innovations and plain Additions to the 
antient Chriſtian Faith : but all that we believe, 
is acknowledged by them to be undoubtedly 
the antient Chriſtian Faith. 

There is nothing wanting in our Church 
and Religion, whether in matter of Faith or 
Practice, which either the Scripture makes ne- 
ceſſary to Salvation, or was fo eſteemed by the 
Chriſtian Church for the firſt five hundred 
years ; and we truſt, that what was ſufficient 
for the Salvation of Chriſtians in the beſt ages 
of Chriſtianity, for five hundred years toge- 
ther, may be ſo ſtill; and we are very well 
content to venture our Salvation upon the fame 


terms that they did. 


Our Religion is not only free from all ido- 
latrous worſhip, but even from all ſuſpicion 
and probable charge of any ſuch thing : But 
this the Church of Rome is not, as 1s ac- 
knowledged by her moſt learned Champions, 
and as no man of ingenuity can deny; and 


the reaſon which the learned men give, why 


the Worſhip of Images and the Invocation of 


Saints and Angels were not practiſed in the 


Primitive Church, for the firſt three hundred 
years, is a plain acknowledgment that theſe 


practices are very liable to the ſuſpicion of 
83 Idolatry; 
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ORAT ION he J1xth. 
Idolatry; for they ſay, that the Chriſtians did 
then forbear thoſe practices becauſe they ſeem- 
ed to come too near to the Pagan Idolatry, 
and leſt the Heathen ſhould have taken occa- 
ſion to have juſtified themſelves, if theſe 
things had been practiſed among Chriſtians ; 
and they cannot now be ignorant, what ſcan- 
dal they give by theſe practices both to the 

ews and Turks, and how much they alienate 
them from Chriſtianity by this ſcandal ; nor 


can they but be ſenſible, upon how great diſ- 
advantage they are in defending theſe prac- 


tices from the charge of Idolatry, and that by 
all their blind diſtinctions, with which they 
raiſe ſuch a cloud and duſt, they can hardly 
make any plauſible and tolerable defence of 
themſelves from this charge; inſomuch, that 
to ſecure their own people from diſcerning 
their guilt in this matter, they have been put 
upon that ſhameful ſhift of leaving out the 
ſecond Commandment in their common Ca- 
techiſms and Manuals, leſt the people ſee- 
ing ſo plain a law of God, againſt ſo com- 
mon a practice of their Church, ſhould up- 
on that diſcovery have broken off from 
them. . 7s | 
Nor 1s our Religion incumbered with ſuch 
an endleſs number of ſuperſtitious and trou- 
bleſome obſervances, as theirs infinitely is, 
even beyond the number of the JFeuiſh Ce- 
remonies, to the great burden and 9 
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ORaTION he Sixth. 
of the Chriſtian Religion, and the diverting 
of Mens minds from the ſpiritual part of Re- 
ligion, and the more weighty and neceſſary 
duties of the chriſtian life: ſo that, in truth, 
a devout Paſtor is fo taken up with the exter- 
nal rites and little obſervances of his Religion, 
that he hath little or no time to make himſelf 
a good man, and to cultivate and - improve his 
mind in true Piety and Virtue. 

Our Religion is _— more charitable 


to all Chriſtians that differ from us, and par- 


ticularly to them, who, by their Uncharitable- 
neſs to us, have done as much as is poſſible to 
diſcharge and damp our Charity towards them. 
And Charity, as it is one of the moſt eſſen- 


tial marks of a true Chriſtian, ſo it is like- 


wiſe the beſt mark and ornament of a true 
Church; and of all things that can be thought 
of, methinks the want of Charity in any 
Church ſhould be a motive to no Man to fall 
in love with it, and to be fond of its Com- 


munion. | 


Our Religion doth not claſh and interfere 
with any of the great moral Duties, to which 
all Mankind ſtand obliged by the Law and 
Light of Nature; as Fidelity, Mercy, and 
Truth. We do not teach Men to break faith 
with Hereticks and Infidels; nor to deſtroy 
and extirpate thoſe who differ from us, with 
fire and ſword: No ſuch thing as equivocation 
or mental reſeryation, or any other artificial 
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way of falſhood, is either taught or maintain'd, ' 


either by the Doctrine, or by the Teachers of 
our Church. 

Our Religion, and all the Doctrines of it, 
are perfectly conſiſtent with the peace of Ci- 
vil Government, and the welfare of Human 
Society. 
ſubjection to the Civil Powers; nor abſolve 
Subjects upon any pretence whatſoever from 
Allegiance to their Princes; both which points 


the neceſſity of the one, and the lawfulneſs 


of the other, have been taught and ftifly 
maintain'd in the Church of Rome, not only 
by private Doctors, but by Popes and General 
Councils. 

The Doctrines of our Religion, are per- 
fectly free from all ſuſpicion of a worldly 
Intereſt and Deſign; whereas the greateſt 


part of the erroneous Doctrines with which 


we charge the Church of Rome, are plainly 
calculated to promote the end of wordly Great- 
neſs and Dominion. 

The Pope's Kingdom is plainly of this world; 
and the Doctrines and Maxims of it, like 0 
many Servants, are ready upon all occaſions 
For moſt of them do plain- 
ly tend, either to the eſtabliſhment and en- 


largement of his authority; or to the mag- 


nifying of the Prieſts, and the giving them a 
perfect power over the conſciences of the 
people, and the keeping them in a flaviſh 
* 


We neither exempt the Clergy from 
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„0 ſubjection and blind obedience to them. And 
f to this purpoſe do plainly tend the Doctrines 
of exempting the Clergy from the ſecular 
Power and Juriſdiftion ; and the Doctrine of 
Tranſubſtantiation; for it muſt needs make 
the Prieſt a great man in the opinion of the 
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1 people, to believe that he can make God, as l 

e they love to expreſs it, without all reaſon and | 

1 reverence. © Of the like tendency is the com- 4 
municating of the Laity only in one kind, 1 
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is ff nb end 


: thereby making it the ſole privilege of the 
y Prieſt to receive the Sacrament in both : The 
y withholding the Scripture from the people, 
] 


a ou 
#7 "4946, 4 «97-24 6. 4 ls 1 
„ 


and celebrating the Service of God in an un- 


— 
ee 


{ 
known tongue: The Doctrine of an implicit ; 1 
1 Faith, and abſolute Reſignation of their Judg- 1 
y ments to their Teachers; theſe do all directly | 
t tend to keep the people in Ignorance, and to 1 
1 bring them to a blind Obedience to the dic- | 1 
y tates of their Prieſts. So likewiſe the necefli * 
- of the Intention of the Prieſt, to the faving il 
virtue and efficacy of the Sacraments; by 9 
; which Doctrine, the People do upon the mat- 1 
0 ter as much depend upon the good-will of the 1 
8 Prieſt, as upon the Mercy of God for their 1 
- Salvation. But above all, their Doctrine of | 4 
- the neceſſity of Auricular and Private Confeſ- 7 
— ſion of all mortal Sins committed after Bap- 1 
a tiſm, with all the circnmſtances of them to * 
: the Prieſt; and this not only for the eaſe and 1 
! direction of their Conſciences, but as a neceſ- 4 
1 ſary 
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ſary Condition of having their Sins pardoned 


and forgiven by God: by which means they 
make themſelves maſters of all the ſecrets of 
the People, and keep them in awe by the 


knowledge of their faults. Or elſe their Doc- 


trines tend to filthy Lucre, and the enriching 
of their Church: As their Doctrines of Pur- 

tory and Indulgences, and their Prayers 
and Maſſes for the Dead; and many more 
Doctrines and Practices of the like kind plain- 


ly do. 


Our Religion is free from all diſingenuous 
and diſhoneſt Arts of maintaining and ſupport- 
ing itſelf. Such are clipping of antient» Au- 
thors, nay, and even the Authors and Writers 
of their own Church, when they ſpeak too 
freely of any Point ; as may be ſeen in their 
Indices expurgatorit, which much againſt their 
wills have been brought to light. To which I 
ſhall only add theſe three groſs Forgeries, which 
lie all at their doors, and they cannot deny 
them to be ſo. 

1. The pretended Canon of the Council of 
Nice in the caſe of Appeals, between the 
Church of Rome and the African Church ; 
upon which they inſiſted a great while very con- 
fidently, till at laſt they were convinced by au- 


thentick Copies of the Canons of that Council, 


2. Conftantine's Donation to the Pope, which 
they kept a great ſtir with, till the Forgery of 
it was diſcover'd. 

3. The 
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ORATION che Sixth. 
1 3. The decretal Epiſtles of the antient 
Hopes; a large Volume of Forgeries compiled 
af by Jadore Mercator, to countenance the Uſur- 
ho pations of the Biſhop of Rome, and of which 
the Church of Rome made a great Uſe for 


8 ſeveral Ages, and obſtinately defended the 
"> i Authority of them, till the learned Men of 
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10 their own Church have at laſt been forced for | 
ers n | 
110 very Shame to diſclaim them, and to confeſs f 
tg the Impoſture of them, A like Inſtance | 


whereto is not, I hope, to be ſhewn in an 

Chriſtian Church. This is that which St. Paul 
vey calls the ſlei ght of Men, fuch as Gameſters 
Fa. uſe at Dice; for to alledge falſe and forged 
Authors in this Caſe, is to play with falſe 


ne 


ters ; 
2 Dice, when the Salvation of Mens Souls lies { 


heir at Stake. 

Again — Our Religion has this mighty ad- x 
vantage ; That it doth not decline 'Trial and ll 
Examination, which to any Man of Ingenuity 
muſt needs appear a very good Sign of an 
honeſt Cauſe ; but if any Church be ſhy of | 
having her Religion examined, and her Doc- 9 
trines and Practices brought into the open 


ich; Light, this gives juſt ground of Suſpicion 1 
ile, that ſhe hath ſome diſtruſt of them; for a 
au Truth doth not ſeek Corners, nor ſhun the 'Y 
inci, | Light. Our Saviour hath told us who they 4 
hich are that ove darkneſs rather than light ; name- # 
ry of ly, they whoſe deeds are evil; for every one, l 
faith he, that doth evil, hateth the hight ; 1 
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On AT ON rhe Sixth. | 
neither cometh be to the hight, left his deeds 
ſhould be reproved and made manifeſt. There 
needs no more to render a Religion ſuſpected 
to a wiſe Man, than to ſee thoſe who profeſs 
it, and make ſuch proud Boaſts of the Truth 
and Goodneſs of it, ſo fearful that it ſhould 


be examined and looked into, and that their 
People ſhould take the Liberty to hear and 


read what can be faid againſt it. 
We perſuade Men to our Religion by hu- 
mane and chriſtian Ways, ſuch as our Savi- 


our and his Apoſtles uſed, by urging Men 


with the Authority of God, and with Argu- 
ments fetch'd from another World, the pro- 
miſe of eternal Life and Happineſs, and the 
threatning of eternal Death and Miſery, which 
are the proper Arguments of Religion, and 
which alone are fitted to work upon the 
Minds and Conſciences of Men. The terror 
and torture of Death may make Men Hypo- 
crites, and awe them to profeſs with their 
Mouths what they do not believe in their 
Hearts ; but this is no proper Means of con- 
verting the Soul, and convincing the Minds 
and Conſcicnces of Men; and theſe violent 
and cruel Ways cannot be denied to have been 
practiſed in the Church of Rome, and ſet 
on foot by the Authority of Councils, and 
greatly cou ntenanced and encouraged by Popes 
themſelves; witne the many Croiſades for 
the Extirpation of Hersticks, the ſtanding 

Cruelties 
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Cruelties of their Inquiſition, their occaſional 
Maſſacres and Perſecutions, of which we have 


- freſh Inſtances in every Age. 


But theſe methods of Converſion are a 
certain Sign that they either diſtruſt the Truth 
and Goodneſs of their Cauſe, or elſe that they 
think Truth and the Arguments for it are of 
no Force, where Dragoons are their laſt Re- 
ſort, the laſt Reaſon which their Cauſe relies 
upon, and the beſt and moſt effectual it can 
afford,” 

Again — We hold no Doctrines in defiance 
of the Senſes of Mankind ; ſuch as is that of 
Tranſubſtantiation, which is now declared in 
the Church of Rome to be a neceſlary Ar- 
ticle of Faith, ſo that a Man cannot be of 
that Religion, unleſs he will renounce his 
Senſes, and believe againſt the clear Verdict of 
them in a plain ſenſible Matter: But after 


this, I do not underſtand how a Man can be- 


lieve any thing, becauſe by this very thing he 
deſtroys and ' takes away the very Founda- 
tion of all Certainty. If any Man forbid me 
to believe what I ſee, I forbid him to believe 
any thing upon better and ſurer Evidence. 
St. Paul ſaith, that Faith cometh by hearing; 
But if I cannot rely upon the Certainty of 
Senſe, then the means whereby Faith is con- 
and we may ſay, as 
St. Paul doth in another Caſe, then is our 
treaching vain, and your faith alſo is vain. 

| Laſtly, 
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Laſtly, (to mention no more particulars) as 
to ſeveral things uſed and practiſed in the 
Church of Rome, we are on much the ſafer 


fide, if we ſhould happen to be miſtaken 


about them, than they are, if they ſhould be 
miſtaken ; for it is certainly lawful to read the 
Scriptures, and lawful to permit to the People 
the Uſe of the Scriptures in a known Tongue; 
otherwiſe we muſt condemn the Apoſtles and 
the primitive Church for allowing this Li- 
berty. It is certainly lawful to have the pub- 


lick Prayers and Service of God celebrated in a 


Language, which all that join in it can under- 
ſtand. It is certainly lawful to adminiſter the 
Sacrament of the Lord's Supper to the People 
in both kinds; otherwiſe the Chriſtian Church 
would not have done it for a thouſand Years, 
It ' is certainly lawful not to worſhip Images, 
not to pray to Angels, or Saints, or the bleſſed 


Virgin; otherwiſe the primitive Church would 


not have forborn theſe Practices for three 
hundred Vears, as is acknowledged by thoſe 
of the Church of Rome. 

Suppoſe a Man ſhould pray to God only, 


and offer up all his prayers. to him only by 
Teſus Chriſt, without making mention of 


any other Mediator or Interceſſor with God 
for us, relying herein upon what the Apoſtle 
fays concerning our High-Prieſt, Jeſus the Son 


of God, that he is able to ſave them to the utter: 
moſt, who come unto God by him, (that is, by 


his 
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his mediation and interceſſion) ſince he ever 
) as | /rveth to make interceſſion for them; might not 
the a man reaſonably hope to obtain of God all the 
fer bleſſings he ſtands in need of by addreſſing 
ken bhimſelf only to him, in the name and by the 
be interceſſion of that one mediator between God 
the and man, the man Chriſt Jeſus? Nay, why 
pple may not a man reaſonably think that this is both 
ue ; a ſhorter and a more effectual way to obtain our 
requeſts, than by turning ourſelves to the An- 
gels and Saints, and importuning them to ſoli- 
cit God for us; eſpecially if we ſhould order 
the matter ſo, as to make ten times more fre- 
quent addreſſes to theſe, than we do to God 
and our bleſſed Saviour; and, in compariſon 
of the other, to neglect theſe? We cannot cer- 
tainly think any more able to help us and do 
us good; than the great God of heaven and 
earth, the God (as the Pſalmiſt ſtiles him) 
that heareth Prayers, and therefore unto him 
uld WW /hould all fleſh come, We cannot certainly 
ee think any Interceſſor ſo powerful and preva- 
oſe lent with God, as his only and dearly beloved 

Son, offering up our prayers to God in heaven, 


ily, by virtue of that moſt acceptable and invaluable 
by facrifice, which he offered to him on earth. 
of © We cannot ſurely think, that there is ſo much 
; goodneſs any where as in God; that in any of 
ſtle the Angels, or Saints, or even in the bleſſed Mo- 
don ther of our Lord, there is more mercy and com- 
er- | | paſſion for ſinners, and a tenderer ſenſe of our 
by . _— 
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OraTION he Sixth. 
infirmities, than in the Son of God, who is af the 
right-hand of bis Father, to appear in the preſence 


of God for us, We are ſure that God always 


hears the petitions which we put up to him, and 
ſo does the Son of God, by whom we put them 
up to the Father, becauſe he alſo is God bleſſed 

or evermore. But we are not ſure that the 
Angels and Saints hear our prayers, becauſe we 
are ſure that they are- neither omniſcient nor 
omnipreſent; and we are not ſure, nor pro- 
bably certain, that pur prayers are made known 
to them any othef way, there being na reve- 


lation of God to that purpoſe. We are ſure 


that God hath declared himſelf to be a jealous 
God, and that he will not give his honour 10 
another ; and we are not ſure but that prayer 
is a part of the honour which is due to God 
alone; and if it were not, we can hardly 
think but that God ſhould be ſo far from be- 
ing pleaſed with our making ſo frequent uſe of 
thoſe other Mediators and Interceſſors, and from 
granting our deſires the ſooner upon that ac- 
count; that, on the contrary, we have reaſon to 
think he ſhould be highly offended, when 
he himſelf is ready to receive all our petiti- 
ons, and hath appointed a great Mediator for 
that purpoſe, to ſee more addreſſes made to, 
and by the Saints, and Angels, and the bleſ- 
ſed Mother of our Lord; a thing which he 
never commanded, and which, ſo far as ap- 


pears from Scripture, never came into = 
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mind. Which I have dwelt the longer upon, 
to ſhew how unreaſonable and needleſs at the 
beſt, this more than hal-part of the Religion 
of the Church of. Rome is, and how ſafely it 
may be let alone. | 
ut now, on the other hand, if they be 
miſtaken in theſe things, as we can prove 
from Scripture they are, the danger is infi- 
nitely great on their fide; for then they op- 
pole an Inſtitution of Chriſt, who appointed 
the Sacrament to be received in both kinds; 
and they involve themſelves in a great dans 
ger of the guilt of Idolatry, and our com- 
mon Chriſtianity in the ſcandal and reproach 
of it; and this without any neceſſity, fince 
God hath required none of theſe things at our 
hands: And, after all the buſtle which hath 
been made about them, the utmoſt they 
pretend (which yet they are not able to make 
good) is, that theſe things may lawfully be 
done; and at the ſame time they cannot de- 
ny, but that if the Church had not enjoin'd 
them, they might lawfully be let alone: And 
can any thing be more unreaſonable, than fo 
obſtinately to infiſt upon things fo hard, 1 
may fay impoſſible, to be defended or excuſed, 
and which by their own acknowledgment, 
are of no great weight and neceſſity; in 
which we are certainly fafe in not doing 
them, if they ſhould prove lawful; but if 
| | H they . 


Gabe btdtns. e — 
a * 


3 
. 


e 29 te: eee e rt eee eee 


e 


— , 
4 12 4 4 F- 28” 


2 

—_— » Av» 2 1 . 
1 al re 
n * 2 * 


g om. — 
N 
3 — 
kl 


*, 8 


2 - l ö r: 2 N 3 he l 1 8 1 IG 
: 1 > FSA DH Bt Rs = OLE TED STS Lp: f „ * 
9 Sd IT. .- I; oe X * 4 , 4m . £3 BG 138 N -4 OE - " . ö . 
77 9 1 oy FS, ow PX Rr "a uf q ES A PTR ALE Roe 4, av U \ "= ROE Ct 'y - 1 1 n jg 1 1 8 1 
bs 8 J — - 74> 7 — — þ Fl) - Y o - 18 N 1 — - 4 : f N = Ne 4 = l Ye. 
# 4x + , a * F g's 3 * 9 74 l r 1 Py , * 2 . . A . 1 1 wo * - 
J 2 4 N _ l n = 8 5 | b = 2 1 9 TOTS, l my 
2 * 1 SETS rs F * ' x Y TREE 1 5 FT — 0 ofth 12 L - « * 
p - L * 7 0 n 3 n 1 . - v n \ * — 
o = * NSF e _— CW 34 33 r 1 * N W 0 Wee 2 W419; 0 TW n * 194 " 
- \ = 1 * * = OT * * b B n rs w_ : * i n . 
— 0 ">. - 3 1 3 ” 8 kl 1 5 g ; \ ITO OO ARES 4 17 Ls TRE Rogen bd 2 Ne TO 3 
A a . n 2 I» cos TE WA TS As r 10 = 
— * . FX x; 
, Fes 3 
” ; 0 , bY 
q £ - l 
„ bs 
| — 2 of „ 
D — * 
- «ns 2. 2, .. „ & a 4 a = +. * 72 — 5 — hy ” . þ 
* \- "let — . — 5 * py oY 5 m_ -- 4 - — pq LS \ - . 
8 g WS et 7.44 6, : » > aa; $a OS tos . - + 2d ; _ — * 3 1 1 5 
rout » = © ge: a4: ” RR . * "IT ew . . : 4 + 23 : - . W * IA 8 2 _ 3 — # : wes * Mn y n a wall 6 To" - 5 N 
* Nr n S R R E tn ory oe Pe oe > ai. ed. Re * / >» — " 
oy - — 7 * -— 4 — 1 /4 » 
TS oþ we 1 
r CT * 4 * K 1 pil . 
Y n ' _ \ 
— 
7 
_ o 
MY 
\. 
45 
Ll 
- = 
bY 
1 
1 


P rr 
N . bk 28 1 9 * . „„ 
N ee eee, 


— 


. 
1 


— Ger; 


ated 


e 


P 
Ft IL 


— 
rr e * 
ng * 


ee e eee, wee een, MIR Eo Are ame ee INS hr er re tes rr 


8 


— 


e 
* * 
n | I 


ts a EE - 


=: ad Sent an a 4 - 


- LES 


— 


? 
by 
% 
L 
|» 
j 
a 
j 
. 
Z 
1 
} 
1 
: 
5 


VER eee eee eee 


r E432 
. "= N a * . JS 
& e = 
e þ q 
LT 2 
. 


* ö 


ORATION the Sixth. 


they do not prove ſo, they are in a moſt 
dangerous condition ? ſo that here is certain 
ſafety on the one hand, and the danger of 
damnation on the other; which is as great 
odds as is poſſible. 

And here they muſt 'not tell us that they 
are in no, danger, becauſe they are infalli- 


ble, and cannot be miſtaken; for they muſt _ 


prove that point a great deal better thay 
they have yet done, before it can fignify 


any thing either to our ſatisfaction or their 


ſafety. 
Any one of theſe particulars, which I have 


now dwelt upon, is of weight ſufficient to 
| Incline a Man to that Religion, which hath 
ſuch advantages on its fide; but all of them 


together make ſo powerful an argument to 
an unprejudiced perſon, as muſt almoſt 
irreſiſtibly determine his choice; for moſt 
of the particulars are ſo evident, that they 
cannot, upon the very mention and pro- 
poſal of them, be denied to be clear and un- 
exceptionable advantages on our fide. | 
And we - appeal not to Men of deep Sa- 
gacity, great Reading, and profound Erudi- 
tion, but to Men of common Parts,, com- 
mon Senſe, and common Reading: for there 
are ſome things ſo very plain, not only m 
Scripture, but to the common reaſon of 
mankind, that no Subtilty of diſcourſe, no 
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pretended Authority, or even Infallibility of 


any Church, ought to ſtagger us in the leaſt 
about them. They are ſuch points, on 


which a Man would fix his foot, and | 


even ſtand alone againſt the whole world. 
And, now can there be any need to ex- 
hort Proteſtants to hold faſt this Profeſ- 


Jon of their faith, and not to return to 


thoſe groſs errors and ſuperſtitions, which 
the Reformation has pared off, and freed 
them from? Alas! their condition would 
then be certainly worſe and more dange- 
rous than that of thoſe who are brought 
up in thoſe errors and ſuperſtitions, and 


never knew better; for there are terrible 
| threatnings in Scripture againſt thoſe who fall 


away from the Truth, which they once em- 
braced, and were convinced of: F we fin 
wilfully, after we have received the know- 
ledge of the truth, &c. and if any man draw 


back, my ſoul ſhall have no pleaſure in him. 


God conſiders every Man's Advantages and 
Opportunities of Knowledge, and their Diſ- 
advantages likewiſe; and makes all reaſon- 
able Allowances for them ; and for Men to 
continue in the Errors they have always been 
brought up in, or, which comes much to 
one, in Errors which they were led into by 
Principles eafily inſtilled into them, before 
they were in any meaſure competent Judges 
of thoſe matters; I fay, for fuch Perſons 
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ORA fo the Sixth. 
to continue in thoſe errors, and to 
: and reject the contrary truths, againſt. which, 
by their Education, they have received ſo 
|  Aftrong and violent a prejudice, this may be 
in a great degree excufable, and find pardon 
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with God, upon a general repentance. for all 
fins, both known and unknown; but not to 
abide in the truth, after we have entertain» 
ed and profeſſed it, having ſufficient means 
and advantages of knowing it, hath no ex- 
cuſe. . | 
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; I would not be raſh in condemning par- P 


ticular perſons of any ſociety or communi- | 
31S on of Chriſtians, provided they be ſincerely f 
i 1 devous, and juſt, and ſober, to the beſt of t] 
1 their knowledge; I had rather leave them to v 
| God, whoſe mercies are great, than to paſs 
11 an uncharitable cenſure upon them, as to 
bt their eternal ſtate and condition: But the 
1 . caſe is far otherwiſe, where the Opportu- 
is nities of knowledge are afforded men, and 
pet men love darkneſs rather than light, for 
they who have the means and advantages 
Þ of knowing their maſter's 40111, are anſwer- 
i able to God as if they had known it; be- 
| cauſe if they had not been groſly negligent, 
and wanting to themſelves, they might have 
11 known it. 1 2 | 
| And this, I fear, is the caſe of the gene- 
rality of thoſe who have been bred up to 
years of confideration and choice in the Re- 
VCC „ formed 
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formed Religion, and forſake it ; becauſe they 


do it without ſufficient reaſon, and there are 


invincible objections (which they might have 
informed themſelves of) againſt it. They do 


it, I fay, without ſufficient reaſon; becauſe 


every one amongſt us knows, or may know upon 


very little inquiry, that we hold all the Articles 
of the faith, which are contain'd in the Creeds 
of the antient Church, and into which all Chriſti- 
ans are baptized ; that we inculcate upon men 
the neceſſity of a good life, and of ſincere re- 

entance, and perfect contrition for our fins, 


ſuch as is followed with real Reformation and 


Amendment of our Lives, and that, without 
this, no Man can be ſaved by any device 


' whatſoever. 


Now what reaſon can any Man have, to 
queſtion. whether he may be ſaved in that faith 
which ſaved the firſt Chriſtians? none ſure- 


ly——And what is there then, that Thould 


move any reaſonable man to forſake the Com- 
munion of our Church, and to quit the Re- 


formed Religion ? 


Not the Church of Rome's great noiſe of 
Infallibility, which they cannot prove, ſure- 
ly. Not their endeayours to fright Men 
with the danger of Schifth, which lies at their 
own door, ſurely and leaſt of all, with 
their terrible Engine of all, their confident 
damning of all that live and die out of. the 
Communion of their Church. For who can 
— believe 
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believe that a merciful and good God will con- 
firm the Sentence of ſuch uncharitable men, 
as take upon them to condemn men for thoſe: 
things, for which our Saviour in his Goſpel 
condemns no man? And of all things in the 
world, one would think that the Uncharitable- 
neſs of any Church ſhould be an argument 
- to no man to run into its Communion. 
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